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CHAPTER 2

The Empire, the Raj and the Cattle:
Fathoming the Calcutta Epizootic of
1864 and Cattle Diseases in Nineteenth
Century Bengal

Apalak Das

ABSTRACT

The colonial state had initially contemplated about and
prioritized the cattle protection, especially in 1860s,
when the cattle disease in Calcutta and its suburbs
spread rapidly and caused immense fright amongst the
European population. The cattle plague, which was one
of the major public health issues not only in the Raj but
in the entire Empire, had generated a popular disquiet
regarding ‘meat consumption’. During the nineteenth
century, the increasing urban consumption of dairy
products including meat and the domestication of cattle
triggered the risk of contagion from infected animals to
human. The scholars have also pointed out that due to
the repeated occurrence of rinderpest or cattle plague,
the reputation and status of veterinaries had largely
enhanced, and eventually this profession was formally
institutionalized. To some extent, it compels us to assume
that the colonial concern on ‘saving’ the cattle medically
had inspired the early nationalists to begin a ‘cultural
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ded up with high communal timbre :
tection’” in 1880s and 18905 Thu; in E
pape{ intends to ruminate bOW far thef entangleme!n:h;
the British Raj with the cattle protection was reflecteg
in the colonial narralives of Calcut'ta ?pu;ootic of 1864
Had it really paved the way f?f fnsut“tl‘?nalizatigl) Gf
veterinary science and vet.ennanes 1f1 co]?ni al Indiaz oo
the ‘cattle protection’, wm?h was e‘f medmal’- affair t y
Empire, anything (0 do with the Gau{aksfllni Andolap:
of 1880s? These questions are dealt with in this article,

movement’,
form of ‘COW pro

Keywords: Cattle, Disease, Epizootic, Gaurakshini, Veteringr,

Science.

Introduction

For the readers, the title of this paper might be a sop
of paradoxical shibboleth, taking both these phrases,
i e. ‘cattle protection’ and ‘Empire’, in a single excerpt,
Some may perhaps argue that the issue such as ‘cattle
protection’ was hardly related to the continuance and
sustenance of colonial rule, or the Empire could barely
provide a robust foundation to the political regime
of the Raj by protecting ‘cattle’. However, the British
government in India seemed to be much preoccupied
with the growing number of cases of death due to cattle
disease in Calcutta and its suburbs during 1860s, as the
bovine scourge created an environ of angst amongst the
people, chiefly the Europeans, in the nineteenth century.
Keir Waddington has pointed out that the menace from
animal diseases was proverbial to the Edwardian and
Victorian public in such an extent that it had been
extensively reported by the contemporary British print
media. These cattle epizootics inflated the apparition of
contamination which engendered unease regarding the
safety of meat from the tainted livestock. For Waddingto™
the growing domestication and utilization of animal 1

56
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the nineteenth century generated new possibilities of
spreading the germs from animals to humans; thus, the
mounting urban consumption of ‘meat’ and ‘milk’ had
presented a vulnerable course for the transmission of
zoonotic diseases. Although, the studies have shown that
the bovine tuberculosis, that ‘could be passed to humans’,
seemed to be one of the most prevalent cattle diseases in
1860s, the contagious nature of this form of tuberculosis
and its capability to traverse the interspecies barriers
were endorsed by the bacteriological studies only in the
1880s. Therefore, the bovine tuberculosis had turned the
infected meat into a definite threat to the public health.
It prompted the political debates on the issues in England
which furthered after the Chicago meat trade in 1907,
allegedly exhibiting the ‘infected beefs’.! The occurrence
of rinderpest? had influenced the British veterinarians to
examine the way in which the cattle diseases had been
contagious. On the other hand, the British cattle industry
faced immense crisis due to the destructive results of
rinderpest that induced the veterinaries to re-evaluate
the disease theory by espousing newer contagious
model.? Michael Worboys has argued that the veterinary

1 Keir Waddington, The Bovine Scourge: Meat, Tuberculosis and
Public Health, 1850-1914. (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press,

2006), 1-5.

2 Rinderpest is described a
It could cause 80-90% m
ability to affect the livestock, a
generating famine and starvati
Pierre Pastoret and William Ta
Peste des Petits Ruminants: Virus Plagues of Large and
Ruminants. (London: Academic Press, 2006),87.

3 Samiparna Samanta, “Dealing with Disease: Epizootics,
Veterinarians and Public Health in Colonial Bengal 1850-
1920”, in Poonam Bala ed. Medicine and Colonialism: Historical
Perspectives in India and South Africa. (New York. : Routledge,

2014) ’ 61 "70.

s the deadliest of all animal diseases.
ortality in cattle. This disease has the
griculture and rural livelihoods,
on. See Thomas Barrett Paul,

ylor (et. al.). Rinderpest and
Small
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, ynreconstructed profession .
medicine oy g:ter called rinderpest) of 1355 ‘ngf ' the
cattie pwz; the Royal College of Veterinary S'::en the
founia“‘;; 1844, which was considered as y, t;geﬁns
FSC::&} veterinary science, did litthe to impgg S
::onditions of the veternaries 1{1 England. The State o
affairs changed rapidly after the Aﬁrst government reSponge
10 authentication of the cattle plague which becar,
prevalent in London during the summer of 1865, p,
local authorities had been a§ked to appoint inspectgrg in
order to supervise markets, inspect the cattle MOVemen,
and to use the pole-axe for slaughtering the affecteq
animals. In a couple of months, a large number of pyy.
time inspectors were employed along with the veterinary
surgeons, who started enjoying Mew power and statyg
as local functionaries’*

The cattle diseases had also affected Rhodesia apg
South Africa at the onset of twentieth century for which
the eminent German virologist Robert Koch was requested
by several southern African authorities to investigate the
occurrence of East Coast Fever in Southern Rhodesia
and Transvaal.® This paper, however, seeks to explore
the concern of the Raj and the anxiety of the colonial
rulers expressed in the narratives of the Report on the
Calcutta Epizootic or Cattle Disease that occurred in 1864
just a year before the cattle plague became a threat to
the public health of London. While contextualizing the

2

Michael Worboys, Spreading Germs: Disease Theories and
Medical Practice in Britain, 1865-1900 (New York: Cambridge
University Press., 2000), 43-51.

Paul F Cranefield, Science and Empire: East Coast Fever it
Pﬁpfwsm anfi the Transvaal. {New York: Cambridge University
;Z&ﬁv 1951}, 87-121; Weiss, Holger. “Dying Cattle: Some
Suz‘:f; ;ﬂn fhei*h!mpﬁa of Cattle Epizootics in the Centrd!
History, za.'ugs'ss‘: r;gn;;ee“lh Century”, African Economi
38
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apetid drives (o execute the adopted measures for
im&fﬂi“& t‘helc‘.ml.e;, iﬂt :ﬂsu 111(311;& m lt}gk into how the
"..m«essi"? mc}de‘pta,’ 1:'3. {f,.ap,p;dmnc'e of cat}:le diseases,
ed o the inst'nmmnah;;{t}qn L'?f veteirmar’y science during
{he gritish Ra) and .m \zﬂffiluit.t?%tt‘llt the Hindu nationalists
od felt the urge o care for the cattle since 1880s,
-l peciélu)f' in the tnr§_11 of c:vuw protection movement.
"~ prior t0 the _185? revolt anﬁd even af(er’ the Mutiny, the
qulers of the Pnnce}}f States t‘ollnwed, either favorably or
i’ Liavorablys the B;rms‘h ;polic;es relal'ed to cow slaughter.
an copland is of opinion that while there were some
ilarities iR the approaches of the Raj and the Princely
; States, especially those governed by Sikh and
had restricted all sorts of slaughter, and
licences for meat markets had been inhibited.® Since the
slitical transition from company (0 Crown rule in 1858,
the Raj had undertaken a policy of noninterference and
vowed to endorse venerable traditions of the colonized,
irrespective of their religious beliefs and practices.
Shabnum Tejani has explained that the colonial state and
its ‘noninterventionist’ standpoint crafted a rostrum for
generating ‘religious offence’ facilitating the ‘politics of
hurt’.” However, a systematized cow protection movement
was first initiated much later, around 1870, by the
sikh Kuka (or Namdhari) sect in Punjab; although, it
eventually dissolved during the concluding years of the
nineteenth century when the communal tension between
Hindu and Muslim groups was growing persistently as a
reaction against this politico-religious reform movement.

Hindu rulers,

6 lan Copland, “What to do about cows? Princely versus British
approaches to a South Asian dilemma”, Bulletin of the School

of Oriental and African Studies, 68 (1), (2005), 63. |
7 Shabnum Tejani, “Cow Protection, Hindu Identity and the
Politics of Hurt in India, c. 1890-2019”, Emotions History,

Culture, Society, 3 (1),(2019), 141-42.
59
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with the deliverance of Swami Dayananda Sarasway,
e 31 India campaign of the Arya Samaj for B-enerl ang
cow protection sentiments amongst Hindus, this m_ﬂv.ea'tmg
was ne longer confined to Punjab, it spread 3} Wefrﬂent
Western Bihar, Eastern North-Western Provinces, 4, the
and the Central Provinces. Thence, the cow prog, adh
movement of the late 1880s and early 1890 had 4
e cow slaughter and incited a series of copy
sots $h 1893 in Bombay, Rangoon and Azamgarh
echolars have argued on the reasons, such as obtainpg
sofficient mitk and ghee, preserving physical and Sﬁir’ituagx
wealth of the ‘Hindus’, and promoting vegetarianigy,
that influenced the Hindu revivalists to put forth thé
issue of cattle protection, eventually persuading ‘Hingys
o renpunce the “practice’ of meat eating.® It was 45,
diracted against the beef eating culture of the Europegy,
end the English educated Bengali bhadraloks. The
colomial officials had kept an eye on the cow protection
apriapes, founded in various parts of India, since their
activities drew the attention of the state. The pursuits
o7 these organizations involved appealing officers to
aroiert the cattle, conducting public meetings and holding
demonstranons of cows on the streets.’® There might
have been other economic and socio-political reasons
that plaved important roles than any other causes in
The emergence of cow protection movement, however,
the colonial concern in 1860s to protect the cattle in the

Ction,
efieg
munai
Ly The

£ jone R, Wiclane, Indien Nationalism and the Early Congress.
"Siew Jewey: Princeton University Press, 1977), 271-97; S. A. A.
Tirmuzi “The Cow Protection Movement and Mass Mobilization
m Northerr indie 1882-93”, Proceedings of the Indian Histony
Lowgress, 40, {1979]), 575-80.

) RumiSarkar, Modern ndia, 1885-1947 (New Delhi: Macmillan
Taibiishers infia 1ad, 1983), 74-75.

¥ e, 13657
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‘ : somehow, might be considered consequentia]
zﬁ:h g0 yrakshini’ (cow protection) movement of 1880s.
. Calcutta Epizootic of 1864: The Raj and the Cattle
he cattle disease of 1864 at Calcutta, the western
well aware of the virulence of the disease.
art Simonds®, who was commissioned by the
f the Royal Agricultural Society in association
ghland and Agricultural Society of Scotland
and the Royal Agricultural Improvement Society of Ireland
(o investigate the nature of cattle-Murrain in Europe, had
ub mitted a report on the cattle plague or rinderpest in
1857."2 correspondingly, the reports of Civil Surgeons have
revealed that Epizootics were recurrent feature in Bengal
prior tO 1864. David B. Smith, the Sanitary Commissioner
for Bengal, had explained that the indigent section of the
qural society, during this period of hardship, had suffered
4 lot due to the loss of cattle. Although, there was no
apparent correlation between rinderpest and any idiopathic
disease in man, for Ssmith, the Epizootics were mostly seen
when epidemics appeared. In 1817, when cholera epidemic
ravaged the parts of British India, mortality increased
amongst the horned cattle throughout Upper India."’ Smith
had concluded his arguments with a reference, made
by Corbyn: great number of horned cattle and sheep
were seized with vomiting and convulsions, and suddenly

geforé t

James Be
with the Hi

11 James Beart Simonds was a veterinary surgeon, born at Suffolk
in 1810. In 1842, he had been appointed as a professor in cattle
pathology at the Veterinary College in Camden Town, and as
consultant veterinary surgeon to the Royal Agricultural Society.

12 James Beart Simonds, Report on the Cattle Plague or Rinderpest
presented to the three National Agricultural Societies of England,
Scotland and Ireland, (London: printed by J E Adlard,1865)
1-12.

13 British Library (hereafter BL), IOR/V/24/3803, Bengal Public
Health Department: Bengal Public Health Report 1868, 561-62.
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again, half the cattle of the lower part

Tipperah were carried off by a disease similar to cholg x
In Delhi, dogs died rapidly. In the Jeypore and Nagp
territories, the season was remarkably fatal to Camels,
Sumbulpore, an elephant had every symptom of choler, i

Nevertheless, Smith had pressed for more ca;—e{m
observation on whether the human beings were by any
means, even indirectly, susceptible to ordinary murrajp,
remaining in the Raj. The imperial concern had beg,
regarding supply of contaminated dairy products, py,
example, the milk of diseased cows was known to cayge
gastro-enteritis, oI carbuncular typhus could be easily
communicated to man. T herefore, any probable apqg
feasible relation between the diffusion of murrain apqg
cholera must be probed.

During the first Agricultural Exhibition in British India,
which was held in Calcutta on 24 January, 1864, one of
the exhibited cows appeared to be indisposed and died
promptly. The other exhibitors immediately removed their
cattle after this incident. It was found that other exhibited
cattle became sick and died as well which sparked a rumor
like a wildfire that ‘Murrain’'* had broken out. Therefore,
the subject had been brought officially to the notice of the
government who was requested to take this matter into
consideration and appealed to investigate the reason behind
such occurrence. Mr. John Stalkartt, the representative of
the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of Bengal, had
suggested the Lieutenant-Governor to appoint a medical
officer for this enquiry. Thus, Dr. C. Palmer, the Presidency
Surgeon, was assigned to prepare a meticulous report on the
nature and history of ‘Murrain’ with, if possible, a probable
procedure of the cattle treatment. He had pointed out tha!

expired. In 1815,
Ia,
Ore

14 Ibid., 562.
15 Dr. C Palmer., Report on the Calcutta Epizootic or Cattle Dis
of 1864 in Calcutta and its neighborhoods, (Calcutta, 1865),1-%

ease
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the earliest cases of the "Calcutta Epizootic' were found on
2™ January, 1864, prior to the opening of the Exhibition,
although, a similar kind of disease occurred at Entally in
1862. Since then, the erratic cases from the suburbs had
been reported to the officials.'® The colonial administration
in any circumstances would not want that exhibition to be
accused or alleged for demonstrating the tainted cattle, For
which, it needed a sort of ‘scientific account’ of the disease
that must not batter the imperial prominence which was
associated with the ‘Agricultural Exhibition’, Although Dr.
Palmer had opined that this disease existed before holding
the exhibition, the evidences had indicated towards the
disease transmission to the healthy cattle which happened
largely at the exhibition. Mr. Rutherford, who was the
first to be familiar with the Epizootic, thought of dealing
with an unrecognized and incurable disease. This cattle
disease, however, had reached its height at the end of the
exhibition so far and by the end of the April, 1864, the
Epizootic completely died out. According to Palmer, this
phase between January to April would be considered as the
Epizootic period."” The disease was so grave that it took its
toll on the cattle which belonged to the Europeans.' Mr,

16 Ibid., 2.

17 lbid., 3.

18 Dr. Palmer, in his report, said “the havoc this Epizootic committed
during the period under review was great and serious, it spared
but few: condition, nor age, nor sex, was a protection; indeed
the best fed and cared for, and in the highest condition, were al
least as liable to be attacked, as cattle in poorer condition and
indifferently housed and fed; and all equally succumbed, We may
in elucidation mention the fatal result to the large and valuable
head of cattle belonging to Mr. Floyd of Alipore, he lost all. Mr.
Stalkartt of Howrah lost all his, and many others who had for
years given the subject of the improvement of the breed of cattle
in Bengal much consideration, and had expended much time and
money on this object, saw their work of years demolished in a

few weeks.”, 3.
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D Palmer had aguad that the Caloutta EPootic of
1364 was Dot the anly congem the administranon;
thare wore other Epizootics in the Ral having simila
charactenistics of the lormen The Chiet Qfficers of the
Jistricts, ranging from the larger portions of the Maduas
Presidency and almost entire Bengal province, nchading
Rurdwan, Nadia, Raishahi, Patna, Chittagons, Bhagalpore,
Dacca. Cuttack, Assam, Chota  Nagpore, Cachar,
Darjesling. to the North-Western Provinces and Puniab,
had submitted their reports about this Epizootic aftain™
1t was confirmed by those observations that there would
have been two kinds of Epizootics, one of these was the
same as the Calcutta Epizootic of 1864 or ‘rinderpest
and the other one was “Eczema Epizootic’ ar ‘Apthows
Epizootic’ or “foot and mouth disease’, which the ‘natves
had described as small pox or Ghootee or Bussuit pniot

12 ibad., 4.
20 Mad., 7-8,
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to 1861[a veterinary surgeon in 1861 discarded it as a
Variola but recognized as a highly infectious Epizootic].?
For the cattle treatment, Dr. Palmer had advised the
British government in India to follow certain rules or
procedures, for instance, 1) placing the cattle in a well
ventilated open place with plenty of clean straw and dry
flooring, 2) using aperients and diffusible stimulants such
as ammonia, ether, camphor, the nitrate of potash are
the most valuable and readily commanded in India, 3)
utilizing the counter irritants like turpentine and croton
oil embrocations and nutritious or stimulating drenches,
4) sponging the body, especially the head, nares and
around the eyes with vinegar and water.?

Adding to this, Palmer also suggested that rather
than slaughtering of diseased cattle, the government
should emphasis on the therapeutic remedies for the
cattle.? Moreover, a veterinary surgeon, hereafter, should
be officially employed in the large fairs or agricultural
exhibitions to examine the cattle that were brought to
these places. Any cattle suffering from any disease would
be removed as per the proposals of police authorities. If
the cattle is required to be killed, the owner might be,
wholly or partly, reimbursed for his loss. Therefore, to

21 Ibid., 5-7.

22 Ibid., 10-11.

23 The London Times was of opinion “What strikes us most is the
facility with which farmers and veterinary surgeons abandon
themselves to despair so far as regards all hope of successful
treatment, and resort to the extreme measure of prohibition and
destruction. We could do this... if we were the merest savages;
ready to believe a demon had passed over our cattle, and glad
to fall back on our yams and plantains: we are rather better
than savages, and we profess to have some power over the
diseases of man and beast. It is a very humbling confession
that is made by our medical authorities when they tell us to
kill at once, fro there is nothing else to be done.” Ibid., 11,
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palmer, the cattle disease which appeawd in (:di’:mr
‘ her been 3 result of the tji”"‘*-i?s‘i#g;-q

in 1864 had neit e 5 W .
nor did it occut within the exposition. Althoygy !i;?

) - : s : - ) : LI ) {i
disease was highly contaglous. it was nol importeq j,,

the neighborhood; rather, it was canfi{wd 10 the by,
race largely, which meant the othgr ammals could pgy im
infected by this disease. Along W,tt.h‘lheﬁﬁ Femarks, fhé;
author had reminded the administration 1o ook ing fm
hygienic conditions of the .cattle as weLLz‘f‘ Whether fgﬁ
report on Calcutta Epizootic Wai?: persuasive enoigh
the British Raj, that might be subject to debate; howeye,
it compelled the colonial officialdom to instit.mim;;;ﬁé;
the veterinary science in India. ‘

Cattle Diseases in Bengal: Prevention and Preparatigpg

However, the epizootics appeared frequently in the
nineteenth century in different parts of Bengal and Assam,
For example, in 1868, an epidemic had erupted among
the cattle in some areas of Tipperah district. Due to this,
all 908 infected animals died. The disease was named
‘prow’, a typical fatal fever, in the report. The symptoms,
such as ‘loss of appetite, heat of skin, drooping of ears,
swelling of throats, and inability to swallow’, were much
similar to that of the epidemic, which recently ravaged
other districts as well.? Jessore district had recurrently
witnessed three forms of epizootic cattle disease,
i.e.puschima or rinderpest, gootee or malignant small pox
of cattle and khorah or foot and mouth disease. The Jast
one was much common in the district, whereas gooe
was rampant during rainy seasons of July-August in the

24 1bid., 13.

25 I0R/V/24/742, Bengal Medical Department: Report Of ta
Hospitals and Dispensaries in Bengal, 1867-71, Report oOft the
Charitable Dispensaries under the Government of Bengal‘m!

the Year 1868, 43.
66
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parts of Narail sub-division. Other diseases did occur
annually in various parts of the district.* The digeéseg
were Dherved it tie villages of Faridpur, barde;ri‘lng on
Pabna, Jessore and Barishal (Table: 1).7 Folldwing table
shows the number of deaths in those a.reaé in 1868: |

Police Stations Number of Cause of death
’ deaths
Belgachee bordering on 190 |40 from the puschima,

Pabna 150 from gootee

40 All from puschirna
{ Bhooshna bordering on
Jessore

‘ 250 From an affection called
Mureoodpore bordering bard attended with
on Jessore husky cough and great
distress of breathing,
probably pleura-
- e '
Sibehur bordering on i KNS e
Barishal gootee
Total 491

In Barishal, a virulent epidemic was identified amongst
the cattle during August, 1865. The disease developed
with pyretic syndrome and violent diarrhea complicated
by a low form of pneumonia.*® Instances of cattle diseases
were reported by local Police in Suri, Birbhum during
January-May, 1868, which had been described as ‘mata’
by common people, incorporating all fatal diseases within
a single term. The vaccinator, sent to the district to report
on the nature of the disease, was convinced that it was

not small pox but puschima.”

26 IOVR/V/24/3803, Bengal Public Health Department: Bengal
Public Health Report, 1868, 53-54. ‘

27 1bid., 84. o
28 TOR/V/24/3803, Bengal Public Health Department: Bengal Public

Health Report, 1868, 97.

29 Ibid., 269.
67
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Cattle plague was also widespre_ad in .iit,tlt.;x_ugm,
Hooghly, and its vicinity. J. Campbell Brown, the lns-;-;;,;: .
General of Hospitals of Indian Medical Departiney h“’
noted that peasants in Burdwan sutfered heayy ‘mi‘j
from cattle plague in 1869 and 1870 which resuliég{ is
milk scarcity,® On the other hand, the Civil M@K‘Huﬁ
Officer in angong (preﬁeml\} Assam), had recordeg g-h?(
cattle disease existed to a large extent in some pagg ;f
the district, and 4,260 died out of 5,390 infected cay), i
1872.2 The Extra Assistant Comumissioner of Palamgy, M
Forbes, had suggested ways to the Deputy (Zt.nnu'xiaaluﬁer
of Lohardaga in April, 1873 to prevent cattle diseases, and
also advised that the owners of cattle be brought undéf
legal regulation. The aim was to thwart the spread o
disease and its harmful effects to improve the agricultyre
in the British Raj. Forbes had proposed that Britjg)
government should not only provide "gratuitous medicq|
aid' to the people but mull over the cattle protection
as well. Each district should have veterinary hospital
founded by voluntary subscriptions. For this, service of an
experienced veterinary surgeon must be obtained along
with a number of apprentices, appointed in thanas (local
police stations) and outposts, who had to be placed under
his tutelage. However, Forbes was not sure to what extent
this would work. The group of people, who were willing
to get instructed, probably descended to ‘extortion and
oppression” and their disciples or chelas would deliberately

30 I0R/V/24/742, Bengal Medical Department: Reporl on
the Hospitals and Dispensaries in Bengal, 1867-71, List of
Dispensaries in the Presidency Circle, 1870, 28. ‘

31 Ibid., Report on the Charitable Dispensaries under the
Government of Bengal for the Year 1871, xxviil. .

32 10R/V/24/743, Bengal Medical Department: Report m;
the Hospitals and Dispensaries in Bengal, 1872-75, List .
Dispensaries in the Dacca Circle, 1872, 85.
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spread the disease for their own benefit.** Mr. Forbes had
also requested to adopt statutory measures, bringing in
the cattle owners under a special act, through which,
under specified penalties, they would be compelled to
protect their cattle and to segregate them when diseased.
That would eventually ensure the health of the people,
and serve the interest of the colonial state. In the Indian
Penal Code, sections 269, 270, and 271, which dealt with
the careless spreading of contagious disease threat to
human life, proved to be relevant in the context of cattle
protection.*

Another suggestion was to establish a college of
veterinary surgery with the implementation of a Cattle
Disease Act. This recommended that this college was to
be established either independently or in association with
the Calcutta Medical College (CMC). Simultaneously, the
colonial state should form a veterinary branch of the
medical service, further divided into the categories of
Sub-Assistant Surgeons and Native Doctors.

The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner of
Lohardaga both had endorsed most of the suggestions
of Mr. Forbes; especially they were interested by the
proposal for establishing a veterinary college. It would
have been undoubtedly advantageous to the Raj to get
trained Sub-Assistant Surgeons and Hospital Assistants,
but the introduction of Veterinary Professorship in the
CMC was not feasible. It, indeed, might not be possible
for them to leave the hospitals and dispensaries, which
had been under their supervision, for chasing “after cattle
disease in the interior of their districts’. Nonetheless, the
formation of a veterinary college seemed propitious to the
colonial administration, though, it required a fair amount

33 IOR/V/24/3805, Bengal Public Health Department: Bengal
Public Health Report, 1873, ii.
34 1Ibid., ii. :
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Furthermore, a number of suggestions
g both preventive and CUrative
means to reduce the severity of cattle dis'ease, Providing
pasture lands to every village,‘lmpler.nennng compul sory
sanitary code t0 segregate sick animals, and Making
provisions for the ventilation anq CONServancy of the
sheds or buildings for the cattle which must not be at the
close vicinity of residential buildingsg The Commissione;
and Deputy Commissioner .both had suggested that a4
people largely were impoverished and unable to bear the
expenses Of sanitary improvement, The local zamindars
had to contribute, at any rate, for this cause. Ultimately,
they would get the benefit of the sanitary reform in the

tionalization of the discipline, jg,

long term.* The institu
veterinary science, was definitely more than scientific

quest. The colonial concern related to cattle protection
personified the pervasive power structure of colonialism
that embodied, defined, and shaped the existence of
living and non-living. What is more riveting is the way
the Raj conjoined the importance of protecting cattle with
the necessity of veterinary science in British India. This
concern resulted in the introduction of Bengal Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act in 1869, according to which the
owners would be amerced, up to fifty rupees, if they were
found to employ diseased or infirm animal in any work
or labor. The Act was mainly extended to Calcutta and
its suburbs; although, under the discretion of Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal, this Act could be stretched to any
city, town, station, bazaar, cantonment, village, district,
or part of the district by an order published in the
Calcutta Gazette.*®

Previously, a Sub-Committee of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, consisting of Baboo

of expenditure. !
were added such as ensurin

35 Ibid., iii.
36 See Bengal Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1869.
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Peary Chand Mitra, Manickjee Rustomjee, and C. Grant,
was formed prior to the Calcutta Epizootic at the General
Meeting on 16 September, 1863 to investigate the question
of overburdening cattle and to discern the best means
for removing the ‘evil. This Committee had submitted
its report on 25 April, 1864, recommending a sort of
law to prevent the cruelty to the cattle.?” Therefore, the
Bengal Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act should be
perceived as the reverberation of both the Report of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and
the outbreak of Calcutta Epizootic. Saurabh Mishra has
rightly argued that the colonial state responded rapidly to
the diseases when they put the ‘sanitized British spaces’
in jeopardy. The cattle diseases had not received equal
degree of heed in spite of their ruinous effect on the
rural economy. For Mishra, this common indifference to
village sanitation was not an exclusive feature of the
Indian public health administration; the governmental
reluctance concerning the cattle diseases was observed in
Britain too. Nevertheless, the public opinion in Britain had
pressurized the authority to take proper action in specific
cases, such as the great Cattle Plague outbreak of 1865-
67, where epizootics did assume huge proportions. On
the other hand, the colonial state did little to avert many
far-reaching and prolonged outbreaks in India. Thus, the
colonial public health had been surely context and region
specific as far as the state’s inability was concerned.*

37 Act for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,Legislative
Department, Legislative Branch, March, 1869,Pros Nos. 1-13,
Part A, National Archives of India (NAI).

38 Saurabh Mishra, ‘Beasts, Murrains, and the British Raj:
Reassessing Colonial Medicine in India from the Veterinary
Perspective, 1860-1900°, Bulletin of the History of Medicine,
85 (4), (2011), 589; Mishra, Beastly Encounters of the Raj:
Livelihoods, Livestock and Veterinary Health in North India,
1790-1920, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2015)
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Conclusion
2k Kumar has rightly pointed out that the two faCtO.rs’

i.e. the agro-economy of India'l_and the need1 q‘f vetering
surgeons in the British Indlan. army, genesguatgd the
importance of western Yetermaryf ehucanon. The
question of cattle protection Was urt 'ere.d a‘ﬁer the
formation of Indian Cattle Plague Commission in 1869
llen, at the request of Governmepy

led by J.H.B Ha ' . ‘
of India. This Commission planned to Investigate the
reasons for the episodic occurrence of rinderpest in India,

mainly the provinces of Lower Bengal, the North-Westery
provinces and Awadh, and to treat the cattle diseases witp
the western veterinary medicine. The members of the
Commission had detected large number of fatal murraip
in Nadia, and they collected some interesting facts in
Calcutta and several other places in Midnapore, Hooghly,
and Burdwan.®® In order to protect the cattle from the
native quacks, the text named ‘Manual of the more
deadly forms of cattle disease in India’ was translated
and circulated amongst the Indians.** The colonization
and systematization of veterinary science had been,
though, finally accomplished through the foundations
of numerous bacteriological laboratories, especially
the Imperial Bacteriological Laboratory, at Mukteswar
(1893), and veterinary institutes since 1880s after the

Deep

39 Deepak Kumar, Science and the Raj: A Study of British India.
(New Delhi: Oxford University Press,20006)

40 See the Report of the Commissioners Appointed to Inquire into
the Origin, Nature, Etc. of Indian Cattle Plagues With Appendices
(Calcutta: the Office of the Superintendent of Government
Printing, 1871), v.

41 Maidul Rahaman, Institutionalizing of Veterina

' Cglonial India, Indian Journal of History of Science,
153-159.

ry Science in
53 (4), (2018)
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recommendation of the Indian Cattle Plague Commission.*
It seems that the colonial veterinary science appeared
to be functioning during the period when the cow
protection movement in India was gaining momentum.
From the late colonial phase, the symbolization and then
nationalization of ‘cow’ was gradually developed into a
political ideology that might have iconographed the ‘cow
slaughtering’ as anti-hindu. The authority of the Raj was
threatened by the ‘cow’ as sacred symbol. Besides, many
boundaries and frontiers had been redefined with the
intensified apprehension over this chief ‘religious symbol’.
The gaurakshini movement had generalized what was
«sacred’ earlier in the quotidian practice and ritualized
the living space. In fact, the cattle protection acquired
immense popularity in north India as it stirred religious
sentiments of the Hindus, pivoted on ‘elemental symbol’
and ‘sense of belongingness’.® With the emergence of
Gandhian paradigm, the cow protection secured its place
in the Constructive Programme and the fundamentals
of rural development. Furthermore, in the postcolonial
cultural struggle, the pursuit of Vinoba Bhave* has been
deliberately misapprehended for the sake of defending

42 Ibid., the Civil Veterinary Department (CVD) was established in
India in 1892. The first veterinary school was founded at Poona
in 1862, whereas, the first non-military veterinary college had
been set up in 1882 as Punjab Veterinary College. During 1880s,
a2 number of veterinary colleges were opened at Bombay (1886),
Calcutta (1893) and Madras (1903). Later on, more colleges came
up at the cities like Patna (1930), Hyderabad, Mathura, Jabalpur

and Guwahati.

43 Anand A Yang, ‘Sacred Sym
Community Mobilization’ int
Comparative Studies in Society an
80.

44 Viswhanath Tandon, (ed.), Selections from Vinoba,
Delhi: Gyan Publishing House, 2004), 315-316

bol and Sacred Space in Rural India:
he ‘Anti-Cow Killing Riot of 1893,
d History, 22 (4), (1980), 578

part 5. (New
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EDITORIAL

Author: Dr. Sarmila Paul

Bionote: Dr. Sarmila Paul is presently teaching
as an Assistant Professor at the Department of
English, Rani Birla Girls College affiliated to the
University of Calcutta. She has been awarded
her Doctoral degree by the Department of
English, ~ University of Kalyani, India on
Translation Studies in 2019. Her areas of
interests are Literature of the Renaissance and
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Food is not rational. Food is culture,

habit, craving, andidentity.”

—Jonathan Sofran Foer

Under the broad theme of ‘Cultural
dentity and Ideology’, the TMYS Review
September 2022 attempted to pursue the
evolution  and augmentation of the
extraordinary culinary culture of India
through the exploration of ‘Food and
Drinks’. Considering the sheer abstruseness
of the religious and ideological intricacies
prevalent in India, the idea of critically
engaging with the culinary traditions of this
vast territory called India initially seemed to
be an audacious attempt on part of the
team. However, the expansive canyons of
the culinary terrain turned out to be the
continuous source of inspiration and
encouragement to unearth the yet
unexplored avenues in the understanding
of food consumption behaviour and the
influence of religion, culture, ideology

15
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and identityin determining the same. If the
synchronic study of the consumption
patterns in India across religions emerged
out to be a sinuous process, the diachronic
study appearedto be no less anfractuous.
Nevertheless, this assiduous endeavour to
extensively investigate into this enormous
field of study turned out to be pertinent in
fecundating the existing oeuvre of

research.

Food consumption behaviour has evolved
across the world mostly on the basis of the
geophysical requirements and availability
patterns  of  natural resources. The
topographical diversity, apart from enriching
this sub-continent culturally, enormous field
of study turned out to be pertinent in
fecundating the existing oeuvre of
research.

Food consumption behaviour has evolved
across the world mostly on the basis of the
geophysical requirements and availability
patterns  of  natural  resources. The
topographical diversity, apart from enriching

this sub-continent culturally, has evidently
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enhanced  the  multifaceted  culinary
experience of its equally diverse people
rendering some obvious and distinguishing
generic association of certain food items
with particular communities. Moreover,
the  coexistence of ethnographically,
anthropologically and sociologically diverse
communities increases the difficulty of
defining any specific food item as
generically ‘Indian’. Historically too, India
can boast of its rich heritage of exchanging
culinary experiences with the rest of the
world determining thesocio-political course
of the subcontinent; spice trading can be
cited as an apposite example of the same.
Hence, food and drink habits in India, if
seen from the meticulous lens of the
researcher, can be explored to unveil a
lot about  the historiographical
development  of  communities, their
cultures, their predominant ideologies
determining their identity eventually.

Apart from landscape, climate and
immigration/trade  patterns, other key

concerns such as race, class, caste, religion,

17
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gender €tc also play pivotal roleg in

influencing the

food consumption
quote CNN Travel, “[Alcross the country,

spans  more than nine

physical realities aroung
practices. In fact fo

the diversity

religions a3l of which influence the

relationship ~ with food. For example,
Hindus eschew beef, Muslims avoid pork
and Jains practice strict vegetarianism”,
Examples are abundant of cuisines prepared
on particular religious festivals for their
rtualistic relevance such as ‘bhog’ for puja,
‘modak’ for Ganesh Chaturthi, ‘biryani’ for
Eid or cake for Christmas etc. Likewise,
there are food and drink habits that are
very much culture specific like ‘peethey’ for
Sankranti, ‘kadhi’/'phimi’  for Baisakhi,
‘payesh’ for birthday etc. Drinks and
beverages contribute no less in this
formation and celebration of food culture
resulting in the coexistence of festive drinks
like ‘bhang’, associated mainly with Holi,
along with the ritual of drinking from the
kapala practiced in Tibetan Buddhism-
Moreover, drinking alcohol is an integr@
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part of any festivity or celebration for
Christians or Jews whereas it is prohibited
in Islam. Hence, this research endeavour
has thoroughly investigated into the
cultural determinants adopted by religious
communities and  the  prescriptive/

proscriptive modalities adapted eventually.

Historicity, however, emerged out to be
one of the basic premises of this study
along with a penchant for the dialogic
engagement with the constant paradigm
shift in the culinary practices, especially in
the context of an unprecedented food
revolution experienced in the post-
globalisation India. With the increase in
dining out culture, introduction of home
delivery systems and the outstandingresults
of fusion food, the food consumption
patterns have transformed remarkably.
Blogs and vlogs on various social media
platforms informing global audience about
the yet unexplored places, food items
and recipes being sharednot only by the
professional chefs but also by people from

the remotest places have broadened the
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research about the religioys
food, evolution of foqq
n the basis of ritualistic

consumption 0 |
e culture of drinks. Furthe,

practices, and th
is also pertinent given the

of Indian food g
dified on the basis of

exploration
conceptualisation
rigorously being Mo
constant engagement with the foreign
perception in the post-globalisation era.
On the one hand, there is an increasing
interest in traditional Indian food or
Ayurvedic drinks and on the other, quite
contrarily, the usage of plenty of spices in
Indian cuisines is now perceived to be
‘unhealthy’.

In view of these manifold concerns,
TMYS Review September 2022 dialogically
engaged with professionalsto critique the
dynamic involvement of the identity
determinants with the culinary orbit of India.
The discussions emphasized on the
nuanced relationship between religion and
food/drinks focusing particularly on three

main sub- themes, namely:
1. Religious History of Food-Consumptio!

20
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Culture, Ritual and Home-made | oo

A Donks m Calture and the Culture of

Drinks

While food studies remam undoubtedly
aninterdisciplinary - field,  the  panel
discussions organized under this general
theme preferred  to invite  experts 1o
deliberate upon this subject from  their
crucial vantage points, thereby shedding
light on religious and culinary experences
and their role in negotiating with the
structures  of meaning and identity in
society. Hence, religious practices like
fasting/feasting, sharing of food during
religious  congregations,  practices  of
abstinence and gendered subjectivities
formed the crux of the first sub-theme. The
second sub-theme traversed the arena of
home-cooking through a critique of the
western lens affecting the native culinary
practices, the dearth of practices
preserving  indigenous  food  rituals,
analysing the necessity of intercultural
adaption/adoption of food rituals and

21
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bringing t© the fore nmportant‘ cONCerms ke
death and disease temporarily cont °"n\g
the consumption of home- made fooqg The
final sub-theme essentially exploreg the
rich heritage of the currently POPUla,
Ayurvedic drinks and the prevalent ancien,
wisdom to delve further into thetradition
alcohol consumption and the germane
points of some associated taboos in cenain
religious Of cultural communities towards 3
deeper understanding of the concept of
‘elixir of life’.

if the panel discussions have critically
engaged with the instrumentality of the
socio-cultural-religious  interventions  in
determining the food  consumption
behaviour for individuals or for
communities, then the essays included in
this volume have extensively, even
amusingly at times, contemplated on few
fundamental concems. Dr. Samrat
Sengupta’s  thought-provoking  essay
predominating any di . on  food
to blatantly put forward the patheti



condition of the underprivileged majority in
India  struggling  to  attain  their
amelioration by securing food for
sustenance. His sharp narrative reflects
upon the pertinent question of ‘food
deprivation’ presenting hunger to be the
unflinching reality of the lives of marginal
many, in stark contrast to the opulence and
abundance of the limited few. Dr. Adina
Riposan-Taylor's  essay is  thoroughly
ennching with the precise discussion on the
concept of ‘elixir of life’ across cultures and
religions. Ms. Sameena Tabassum, on the
otherhand, investigates into the association
of the modes and modalities of fasting in
Islam, discussing its effect on the market
availability pattems. Dr. Parama Basu and
Pooja Roy have explored the question of
food practices consolidating identity within
the community and the latent politics
inherently determining the consumption
practices of the same with reference to the
Bengali community. Almost as an extension
of the concems related to the community
identity, the essay of Ms. Silpi Maitra has
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amusingly captured the impact of a fypy, .,
divide of the same community in y
groups  of Ghotis and  Bangals, 4
amazingly —extended it through 4
juxtaposition of the tastes of ‘ilish’ (hils)
and ‘chingri’ (prawns). Finally, Ms. Ranjin

Guha's exposition on the delicacies

prepared from milk will present the readers
with the perfect desert bringing the
platter fullof these sumptuous delicacies to
a worthy culmination to understand the
intercommunity exchanges of this food
item over time.

The stories and the poems inculcate
various social concerns; like inter-religious
marriage causing assimilation of starkly
different food consumption practices and
the gender biases prevalent in societies
regarding the role of the cook traditionally

performed by men and women within the

of the home and outside

sphere
b of fictiona

respectively; under the gar

narratives attained though the interplay of
The stories

certain key human emotions.
oosition ©f

and poems range from the ex
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the social discrimination caused by food
consumption practices and the negotiation
of the seli by assenting simply the food
preference. Food s culture, food is history
and identity. Thus, retaining traditionalfood
practices or even cooking procedures
ultimately results in preserving the history,
culture, traditions inhented by individual
families, communities or even an entire
nation across religions, I the essays
encourage the readers to rethink and
question the traditionally accepted age-old
beliefs, the stones and the poems wall
symbolically overwhelm them with some
emblematising mandestation of the core
human emotion,

in adherence 10 the objectives with
which the team embarked into the joumey
of investigating the nuanced involvement
of religion in ‘Food and Dnnks’, this
project, in association with the York Centre
for Asian Research, York University,
consequentially through this book, has
thoroughly indulged in traversing the less
explored territories of the culinary tradition
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dia Hopefully, this subject wil| fing
n each and every Individyg
something  of = the;

in In

attention

offering everyone
est, including readers both from with;,

il
!:Z outside the purview of academia. The
panel discussions will offer critical insights a
well as recounting of personal experiences,
of both joyous and traumatic incidents
eventually presenting the audience with
positivity to look beyond the immediate
complexitieswith the most common aspect
binding each and every individual globally
i.e. food and drinks. We conclude this
project with the expectation that researchers
in future will be able to resonate with the
findings and continue to investigate further

into the avenues already explored by us.
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Construction of Nation through
Service: Gandhi Seva Sangh and
All India Village Industries Association
Sayantani Maitra®

Abstract: Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi's entry in Indian politics changed
the course of India’s freedom struggle from 1920s onwards to a distinet
direction hitherto unperceived. This happened owing to his placing illage and
its reconstruction at the core of nation's building process. Gandhi had
throughout prioritized a w ide-ranging  socio-economic freedom as he
envisioned that fight for only political freedom would doom future India’s
progress. This vision was turned into action more articulately from 1930s
onwards as he discerned that only Khadi, his one of the major symbols of
unification and economic self sufficiency, could not effectively contribute in
nation’s construction process. For a comprehensive growth of India he
accentuated an all-around development for India’s villages through removal of
untouchability, Basic National Education, prohibition, village health and
hygiene, communal unity, other village industries, village sanitation etc. All
these produced Gandhi's concept of Constructive Work or Constructive
Programme which was determined to be apolitical in nature since its inception.
This notion led him foregrounding establishment of voluntary organisations
and associations free from the purview of deep rooted political organisations
like Congress. The following article will talk about two such associations,
famely Gandhi SevaSangh and All India Village Industries Association. These
"o associations flourished as a result of Gandhi's political frustration and
realisation afier disbanding Civil Disobedience movement. Besides discussing
Objectives, activities and persistent factionalism within these two associations,
the article will also Iry to situate these two apolitical bodies within the notional
PUrView of the Constructive Work.

Ganar, o 0% Mahatma Gandhi, Congress, Village, Constructive Work,

T t of History, Jadavpur University
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Mahatma Gandhi’s arrival in India in 1915 from South Africy was i
fresh wind blowing over the falling dominoes of nationalist politics. B&si; 4
his political achievements in South Africa, another reason that broy oht hin
fame in the subcontinent even before his arrival was his most original wm;n
Hind Swaraj, considered till date one of the fiercest criticisms of mﬂden;
western civilization. He was the first nationalist leader in Indian history to toy
extensively across the nation upon his arrival. The firsthand knowledge tha he
acquired owning to this tour in village India shaped some of his ideologicy|
views steadfastly.'He introduced an amalgamation of moral service g
political duty by arranging periodic mass movements along with COnsistent
village level Constructive Work to promote ideals of self-reliance.*This in tyry
altered the course of India’s national movement forever. However, much of the
historiographyand popular media productions of India’s nationalmovement has
adamantly skirted the significance of Gandhi’s Constructive Work, of which
Khadiformed a vital part in gathering up his mass base. Issues such as
Swadeshi, Khadi, cottage industries, village sanitation and other related
concerns falling under the generic term called Constructive Work occupy a
bulk of Gandhi’s writings and speeches. Yet surprisingly, it was his political
engagement that has remained the focus of scholarly work at the cost of
marginalization of his real life vocation. Not much is seriously available in
scholarly analysis on Gandhi’s Constructive Work. Much has been written on
his philosophy of Swaraj but less has been discussed through proper historical
analysis regarding its practical implication. Gandhi was personally involved in
bringing up many such central and provincial level associations engaged in his
Constructive Programme. This article discusses mainly two of his Constructive
Work associations; the Gandhi SevaSangh (hereafter the GSS or theSangh) and
the All India Village Industries Association (hereafter the AIVIA or the
Association). These two associations came into existence in the immediate
aftermath of Gandhi’s withdrawal from the Congress in 1934 owing ©
suspension of Civil Disobedience movement alongside Gandhi’s personal guil
of political failure and philosophical bankruptcy. However, at first, let us take
a trip through his Constructive Work's ideological development over the Y&

124 Eshana

Gandhi’s Constructive Work: A Brief Conceptual Tour .
Gandhi inaugurated the idea of the Constrictive Work rather loosely d“"“ﬁ
the Non-Cooperation movement. His more ripened definition of this concep

-
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onstructive Programme may otherwise and more fittingly be called
aion of PoornaSwaraj or complete Independence by truthful and non-
constrit

means”.'Gandhi observed that only politically independent India’s
mlc::mcn' would not be able to conduct its task of administering the country
::f! single day without laborious 'gmss-rool levelorganisation and
construction. ThusGandhi recurrently reminded his fellow Congressmen that
solitical power was not an end but one of the means of enabling people to
better their condition in every department of life. By following his suggestion
Congress work committees were formed under the All India Congress
Committee (hereafter AICC) to link the Constructive Work at the village level
to the aims of Congress politics. However unfortunately, these committees
proved to be largely ineffectual. The failings of the Congress, in this sense
convinced Gandhi that the success of the Constructive Programme could not be
dependent on the guidance and finance of Congress's central or regional
organisations. By the early 1930s he was stressing the need for individual efforr -
10 achieve local reform and promote village-oriented activities, realizing more
effective work would become possible through autonomous organisations
created for specific activities.* For a successful execution of hus plan for village
‘econstruction, he began to depend more on colleagues capable of organising
™ass action without the need for political machinery. These men normally
lacked real power within the Congress organisation but had the ability w0
*stan mass contacts outside their political roles.’ His reoricntation and
“Organisation of the Constructive Programme by late 1930s consisted ideals
like Self Reliance, Decentralization of Production, EmploymentOpportunities
or all, and Trusteeship, all of which had concomitantly thickened wp the

Wi, “The .

“Pistemic bones of Gandhian Economies.”
G e o s & o 1o
.n '_ ey e, BTN The

S‘c-gnned with CamScanner
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transferred the headquarters to Wardha.” After the closure of Galh
Sabarmati Ashram, he built up Maganwadi in Wardha on the lang donateq :
Gandhian philanthropist Jamnalal Bajaj, and turned it into his new centre of
non-political activities.*Gandhi took this opportunity to  recognize and
reconstitute the Sangh, hitherto unnoticed by him. The Sangh’s rev:
constitution declared the service of the people in accordance with the Principje
of Satyagraha as its main objective. Being a predecessor of the i
functions were quite similar to that of the AIVIA. Revival of hand SPinﬂingand
weaving, service to the villagers by revival of village trade and industry, mory|
and physical improvement of the villagers, spread of Basic National Education
scheme, propaganda for a national language (Hindi), removal of evils of liquor
and other intoxicants, service to the oppressed castes and backward classes,
establishment of inter-communal unity, improvement of the position of women,
medical relief and nursing, improved cattle rearing and publication of
Gandhian literature; all these were given primary importance since its
inception. The Sangh, in their effort to gear up the process of national
homogenization, created theHindusthani TalimiSanghto promote Hindi as a
nationwide recognized language. It was belicved that to show India as the one
unified nation, India must claim a lingua franca like its western counterparts.
The Sangh, since its reconstitution in 1934. had been quite well-organized with
its patrons, associate members and full-time workers. The monthly magazine,
Sarvodaya, acted as its mouthpiece for propaganda. The Central Provinces
became the primary target of their provincial activities. By 1939, ifs
membership increased to 144 full time members, 45 associate members it
addition to 20 wealthy philanthropist patrons.’At its 2nd annual meeting held
in carly 1936, the Sanghdecided to hold all its future sessions in villages. The
report of this meeting mirrors the extent of Gandhi’s preoccupation with “llls‘
work. The organisations task, Gandhi explained, was to explore the potentilt
of reviving local industries and exhibiting their products. He stipulaied ¥
workers should only accept the minimum requirements to subsist in the VIl#°
they served."

ﬁintyesmmfumatnudn,mvwmﬁ"j:

Scanned with CamScanner



onstruction of Nation through Service: Gandhi Seva Sangh and 127

C S et . S
All India Village Industries Association

Congress Working Committee, to participate in the legislative assembly

clection. participation of the Sanghmembers as candidates and campaigners in

the election process helped Congress emerge victorious in seven provinces,
This gradual move towards mainstream politics was detested by some of the
Sangh's idealist members like President KishorilalMushruwala, who at one
point asked permission for his resignation."” The Sanghmembers’ active
political participation was justified by Vallabhbhai Patel, a Sanghexecutive

member belonged to conventional politics. It was believed that the
Sanghmembers’ direct influence in the political decision-making process was
needed to save Congress from further disintegration. By the time, new
reactionary elements, like socialism, according Patel, weremushrooming under
the benevolent aegis of Congress. In order to check their counter strikes and to
rescuec Congress’s national level achicvements from their hands, a better
assimilative wing for both constructive and political workers was needed.”
Rejuvenation of the Sanghin 1934 had made that point clear. During the eve of
the formation of Forward Block, Subhash Chandra Bose's claim of its work
objective of providing a left alternative against the Sangh’s

right wing policies within the Congress verified their suspicion. Congress s

right-wing politicians and vehement Gandhi followers had never beﬂ:.l on a
in any cordial terms with the

pleasant terms with socialists. Gandhi was not I : | |
socialists either. However the tension regarding line of action caused m:dr:s:g
divergence within the Sangh. These differences were Ma::lk by di]'a e
in subsequent 5th and 6th conference in Brindaban and in :“w an 1 r;ﬂ:m -
on both constitutional politics and the Constructive Work was pu _

litical consciousness divorced from
But he warned the Sangh members that pa i -
SWialc CONSCIOUSNESs would have disastrous consequences.'’  Liberating

rocess of including
and 1930s geared up & P of including
constitutional reforms of lzmmsmmt as collaborators. The opportunist Gandh

native politicians in the 89 is process of participation. They
followers saw their -poﬁﬁcll f;::::ﬂi:ﬂ;:‘ p':;_litical representation it would
argued in their dﬂfdﬂ'w ort for the Constructive Programme.“Therefore,
prove difficult 10 miﬂ'fwmbm:iun of Gandhi's Constructive Work and
they displayed & very m for electoral maneuvering process which in tum

1o avoid any direct confrontation with Gandhi's other two
" A1l India Spinners’ Association (hereafter the AISA) and
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the AIVIA the sphere of influence and activity zones for the Sanghhagd alwy
been restricted. At the Sangh’s yearly sessions, meetings of the AlSA ang £
AIVIA were simultaneously held as most of the Sanghmembers of PAtrons were
members or patrons of either one or both of these organisations. Each session
had an exhibition of local manufactures and crafts, arranged ang attended by
both the AISA and the AIVIA. The exhibition housed artifacts related to village
economic life. However, constitutionally it remained a voluntary institution of
Gandhi’s followers and village reconstruction workers unlike the AISA and the
AIVIA, which were created under the Congress-affiliated mandate For general
propaganda, the Sanghnot only used the methods of the AISA and the AIV]A,
but in many instances also worked with them. Lantern slides were mainly used
by the Sanghorganizers for arranging lectures on topics such as rural
cooperation, rural reconstruction, rural public health, national education
scheme, hygiene and sanitation, etc."”

By the late 1930s the Congress Working Committee was dominated by
Gandhians but members of the Sanghafter getting permission for contesting
elections, started feuding over political issues, and resulted in contesting
elections against one another. Gandhi denounced this trend. Drawing a
comparison between the decline of the Sabarmati Ashram and the unhealthy
factional developments within the Sangh, Gandhi decided to disband the
organisation gradually in 1940." Apart from disbanding the Sangh as an entity
separate from objectives and actions of his other Constructive Work
organisations, Gandhi resolved to enforce a rule preventingmembers of the
latter organisations from becoming members of the Congress Working
Committee. By doing so, on one hand the Constructive Programme was
distanced from the political decision making process, but on the other hand a

check upon the machinations of vested interests in political circles was
removed. '

The All-India Village Industries Association e
The limitation in production and the fall out of its inevitable politic

WWMWmmWamﬁmiﬂm"
2 me of Khadiin 1934. At the Bombay annual session in 19-34'.“" i

ST X Sl
rly disappointed ed by Gandhi's decision ©

Scanned with CamScanner



P D -

Construction of Nation through Service: Gandhi Seva Sangh and 129
All India Village Industries Association

politiclsatinn withou_t reconstruction wnEﬂd not lead to the non-violent society
of a self-rehant independent India*Following this argument, Gandhi
estzblished in this session a new Constructive Work organisation called the All
India Village Industries Association on 14th December, 1934 in accordance
with a resolution passed by the Indian National Congress.*' While
KrishnadasJaju was made its first president, J. C. Kumarappa was given the
task of organizing secretary Kumarappa was a trained economist turned
Gandhian who envisioned, “If India is to progress economically and culturally
it is imperative that the villages has to become centres of activity”.® The idea
of the AIVIA was an outcome of the Harijantours that Gandhi undertook in the
aftermath of his Yarveda fast and Poona Pact (1932). During his tours, Gandhi
realized that Khadihad become a lifeless symbol. In his new orientation of the
Constructive Work ideals, Khadiretained its centrality, being called the sun of
the solar system, but attention was now also laid on a number of other village
industries, village health and hygiene, employment, sanitation etc.®
For the due fulfillment of its objectin the AIVIA's constitution it was
mnstructed: to raise funds; to carry on research work; to publish
Gandhianliterature; to organise propaganda; to establish agencies; to devise
measures for the improvement of village tools; to do everything that may' be
necessary for the furtherance of its object.™ In *Congress Golden Jubilee
Brochure, No.2: Village Industries and Reconstruction’ BharatanKumarappa
mentioned some of theAIVIA’s primary duties as follows: to prevent as far as
possible raw materials being sent out of the village which are capable of being
e .15 for themselves as in the past Indian villages
from available raw materials St rein et e Ao
produced all they needed themselves. : g
soed namely, village re-organisation and
most priority n s mm and improvement of village
reconstruction including revival. :al advancement of the villagers. Therefore,
industries, and the moral ﬂ_’“”?“’,,,m- rejuvenating steps for sanitation
programme, proper W and establishment of museum were taken
m___'"_ I -tion of cottage industries by the AIVIA, it
. \Winddlﬂpﬂiﬂ to study ﬂﬂ-‘lctml condition
or perished, and to introduce, revive or improve
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Since the Association’s inception, expert opinion on relative value of food
was broadcasted from its provincial headquarters. The central headquarge,
situated at Wardha prepared the contents of these lectures. It was also en
in wide researches on food industries.”"The Association established shops a1
Wardha and Nagpur for selling organic and unprocessed food products From
the very beginning, emphasis was put on industries based on little capital angd
local raw materials. A village called Segaon, situated at the outskirt of Wardha
was renamed Sevagram by Gandhi. He turned Sevagram into his ideal
laboratory of experimenting village reconstruction work.® Gandhi’s
headquarter at Wardha was also engaged in training of village industries and
rural work. Classes and lectures were arranged on principles of Rural
Economics. In a five months certificate course, the industries that were taught,
were paper-making, oil-pressing, bee-keeping, gur-making, paddy-husking, and
flour-grinding. On December, 1938, MaganSangrahalaya, a museum for
Khadiand village industrics was inaugurated at Wardha in memory of the late
Maganlal Gandhi. [t was jointly managed by the AISA and the AIVIA. The
fund for its construction and maintenance was raised through a public fund
under the name of the Magan Gandhi Smarak Fund.” The progress of the
Association’s propaganda work was described by J. C. Kumarappa as follows,
“Lectures have been delivered on the principles underlying the work of the
Association, and pamphlets, booklets, and articles published. A monthly
bulletin called the Gram UdyogPatrikais issued in Hindi and in English free to
members, and to others on payment of an annual subscription of one rupee.
Exhibitions have been made use of to demonstrate the improvements we have
effected in implements as well as to show the processes of manufacture.
Propaganda is being carried on also through the medium of magic lantern slides
and posters."“But despite such grand opening and initial enthusiasm, the
:ﬂsmmiti(m could not make much impact. Even around the turn of the d:cadf.
it rcmamcd relatively a small organisation with 34 agents and 36 shops 10
comparison to the AISA which by 1940 had well-connected provincial and
local level bodies with more extensive sphere of activities.”

Conclusion

! . C° ntemporary India’s Panchayat system is established partially on Gandhi’s
' VIsion of less interrupting state in internal matters of rural life. '
W @ decentralized system of production which according 10 b,
o resolve only India’s unemployment issue butwould also ¢'5“1;l’:;;
: | ip based on traditions among different sections ©
mw&w that non-governmental voluntary associations :
and research work at the village level would be capable of helPi™E
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L jependent India’s state to pin-point problems of rural socio-economic life.
;_. m_“ observations inevitably linked him to his concept of the Constructive
woek which he probably had tnied reonenting till his last days However, this
« poodless W0 =) that. if the Gandhian Constructive Work had been
_;__:k -mented comprehensively, the development course of post colonial India
n\...rd have been different. Unfortunately after independence, many cottage
adustrics have receny ed nconsistent attention from central and provincial

sovernments.  Village India’s insanitary condition and malnutrition issues
~emain a recurrent cause of concern for government .Khadi, Gandhi’s declared
< of all Constructive Works, is turned into a token symbol of India’s freedom
struggle whose survival depends heavily on government’s subsidy.
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Perhaps, male-mindedness seems to have adapted to changing-
contemporary circumstances to become more covert and
conspiratorial. Sexist suggestions—through objectification and
substantiated subordination—for instance, may have been explicit in
Indian media a decade earlier. But in the contemporary times of
online social media and vociferous feminism, such openness of
unfairness against women in the media will, more often than not, be
met with strife and unpalatable backlash - fearing which blatant
prejudice is prudently steered clear of. It is, hence, understandable
that patriarchy, to sustain itself as a culture, has adapted to become
more benevolent in an increasingly hostile environment. To identify
such sly and stealthy sexism embedded in media content, one may
need a reconfigured grasp of contemporary feminist issues and an
altered nuance for isolation and identification of discriminatory
depictions. This book exposes redefined and hidden sexism that
predominates the popular visual culture of India - particularly
investigating mass and new media representations that are a prime
part of and have a domineering effect on the ensemble of popular
visual culture - and characterises contemporary feminist movements.
It binds a collection of contemporary Indian case studies of sexism
and feminism encompassing communication media such as print,
cinema, television, Web series and social media. There is a lack of
book titles that study media sexism in the present times, and the
proposed book aims to explore an unexplored area that is of social
and scholarly importance. This book highlights the duality of media
platforms: while media is a critical tool associated with fourth-wave
feminism, they still remain to be a deterrent to the development of
women engendering inherent and age-old patriarchal notions. This
book will be an eye-opener to the general readers about benevolent
sexism and train them to identify sexism hidden in seemingly pro-
women media representations.
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CHAPTER 3
Wolfin Sheep’s Clothing?

Sexism in Fourth-wave Feminism

Kaifia Ancer Laskar & Ishita Biswas

Abstract. Contrary to denunciation of sexual objectification in the previous waves of feminism,
in the latest episode, being sexy is seen as a tool of self-empowerment. This chapter investigates
the representation of female protagonists as sexy and empowered in contemporary popular
Hindi-language soap operas and analyses if such representations are the vantage point for
fourth-wave feminism in such soap opera text. Or is such representation only meant for the
male gaze? Fourth-wave feminism has also drawn criticism for being “lipstick feminism”. In this
chapter, semiotic analysis is performed on soap opera text to deconstruct the possible binaries
such as empowering-stereotypical and owning one's sexuality-catering to the male gaze. We
argue that the soap operas under study use postfeminist cultural sensibilities and
representation and have neoliberal consumerism embedded within them. Further, these soap
operas could undo the gains of feminism by concentrating on sexy, elite and young women,
relocating thoughts to a pre-feminist world.

Introduction

Hindi soap operas have become the daily dose of entertainment for a section of the population
in India since the early nineties. While the educational serials broadcast on Doordarshan used
the tropes of social messages ingrained within their text, commercial soap operas running in
commercial channels aim at providing visual pleasures to their audience. The educational and
informational intent of Doordarshan (the public service broadcaster of India) was gradually
replaced with entertainment as the core function, with almost all households gaining access to
television sets (Singhal & Rogers, 2001; Munshi, 2010;2012). With the explosion of satellite
television, Western entertainment genres like soap operas and reality shows made foray into
Indian television (Singhal & Rogers, 2001; Munshi, 2010;2012). At present, soap operas not only
dominate the national channel of India (Doordarshan) but also the commercial channels such as
Star Plus, Sony, Zee Tv, and Colors as one of the most popular television programme genres
(Munshi, 2010;2012, Jaggi, 2011).



