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The Women in Naxalbari Movement:

The Discdurse of Unchanged Gender Stereotype
Swati Bhattacharya

he Naxalbari movement marks a significant shift in

the post-colonial history of West Bengal. The post-
Independence politics in India is a history of growing
discontent, protests, and mass movements. The general
political situation of Bengal was shaken by the impact
of two World Wars. In the first half of the nineties 'dle
bombing of Rangoon, folowed by steep inflation of 25 0 &
in essential commodities left deep imprints in the Clt,y
life as well as the village life. As found in Greeno}lghi
documentation, Bengal was shaking by the great farnine ol
1943, where more. than a million people died, and Worme
and children were sold, and this entirely revolutlorusz‘t
the socio-economic structure of the state. The lefti:i
ideology made its inroads around this time and Wez}ke?m
the traditional and religious beliefs on the Bengall 1::\,,‘,5
(Greenough 1982,78). The ruling Congress hegemon)ll\tr\'
questioned time and again in different parts of the Cmnd a
which was reiterated in form of mass movementioaptinz‘,
growing number of regional political parties and a‘wf [ndia
various ideological beliefs. The Communist Party :icg and
had already made deep imprints in Indian Po ll(,o ied to
guiding the governance. The Sino-India war i 12 kl jave
an ideological split within the communist P -artyT e preak
birth to the Communist Party of India (Marx ist).
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was precipitated by the ongoing inte:mational communist
movements and on the one _hand, China was shielding one
orm of communist revolution and on the other hand, the
Qoviet Union was trying to expose to the world that it is
the epitome of communist ideological belief that should
be practiced across the globe. While the Soviet wing
of the Indian Communists was endorsing the electoral
process and it discouraged aggressive militant revolution,
the pro-China wing harboured a militant revolutionary
ideology and denounced parliamentary democracy as a
myth. During the Sino-Indian war in 1962, the difference
between the pro-Soviet section and the pro-China section
became too wide and in 1964 the new party was launched
by the pro-China faction. West Bengal was undergoing a
strong socio-political revolution since the 1950s, growing
mass movements and left activism were spreading fast
across the state. The year 1966 experienced a severe food
shortage, and violent food riots broke out in West Bengal
when a large section of the people took to the streets. This
culminated in a Food Movement in 1966. Tramcars were
burned on the roads of Calcutta, students threw homemade
bombs at the police, demonstrations, and rallies against
the state government, at times, helped to develop political
“lidarity between the working class, lower-middle class,
f'nd students (Basu 1997,43). This series of events fuelled
"‘“ﬂ”Pﬁurge in leftist student politics, and student leaders,
i’;“;m‘d by Maoism, formed the core o.f the raalide
e é‘t‘m’OVf?ment. It seemed that the entire state was
-~ ‘.nd v§()lt-nt outbreak of mass fury. BRI
the ;{)"ff‘x"’ht'@ Movement of 1967 was a rulmumumt x:
%\'e«i :'”‘3 discontent with the change of }’..“l\"““‘m‘t‘;-’.
’4"‘*’1'1':‘:1,::“5' and exploitation and the inability “' t 0‘;
it lfj-l-?t to solve these crises led to a mass nyﬁﬂlhd ! N

May ]'%;“_1 Cmmunist leaders and the rural poor. )
lseux'm b .n major confrontation on the sue Qt. (‘xrt‘P
oke out between armed peasants and police in
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s predpitah?d by the ongoing international communist
ovements and on the one hand, China was shielding one
orm Of communist revolution and on the other hand, the
Soviet Union was trying to expose to the world that it is
fhe epitome of communist ideological belief that should
he ;,racnced across the globe. While the Soviet wing
o the Indian Communists was endorsing the electoral
process and it discouraged aggressive militant revolution,
the pro-China wing harboured a militant revolutionary
ideology and denounced parliamentary democracy as a
myth. During the Sino-Indian war in 1962, the difference
between the pro-Soviet section and the pro-China section
became too wide and in 1964 the new party was launched
by the pro-China faction. West Bengal was undergoing a
strong socio-political revolution since the 1950s, growing
mass movements and left activism were spreading fast
across the state. The year 1966 experienced a severe food
shortage, and violent food riots broke out in West Bengal
when a large section of the people took to the streets. This
culminated in a Food Movement in 1966. Tramcars were
burned on the roads of Calcutta, students threw homemade
bombs at the police, demonstrations, and rallies against
the state government, at times, helped to develop political
widarity between the working class, lower-middle class,
0 students (Basu 1997,43). This series of events fuelled
“i upsurge in leftist student politics, and student leaders,
“luenced by Maoism, formed the core of the radical
“"‘,“‘-’-’" movement. It seemed that the entire state was
”’f;’;’d ‘:n a violent outbreak of mass fury. I
’ * Saxalite Movement of 1967 was a c.nlmmnnoni ‘Ot
u_»,‘,f;”:)"'."’_”f}i discontent with the change of ;;pya:rg:;k:}\\;
Z')ve:m,(,;blb' and exploitation and the m“b‘h?, li; e
Mriong | m to solve these crises led to a mass lT"0 g o

My 2 ocal communist leaders and the rural pU'Uf‘»
major confrontation on the issue of crop

r".’(:g ! - el
tbroke out between armed peasants and police 10
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the Naxalbari area of Siliguri subdivision in Darjeeli,
district. On 24 May 1967, a group of armed margina%
peasants and agricultural laborers claimed the haryest

and defied local Jandowners in Barajharujote village. The
police were called in. Dt.n'ing the confrontation, police
inspector S. Wangdi was injured by arrows and succumbed
to his injuries that evening. On 25 May 1967, the police
opened fire on nearly two thousand peasant activists in
Prasadujote village, killing seven women, one man, and
two children (Mukherji 1979 [2002], 48). This incident,
instead of repressing the uprising, added more fuel to it.
Peasants of the entire Siliguri subdivision, supported by
Jocal tea-garden laborers, erupted into an armed rebellion.
Naxalbari was no longer the name of an insignificant
area but a hallmark of a new dream of “people’s war” to
the communist revolutionaries of India. The communist
leaders and party workers— Charu Mazumdar, Kanu
Sanyal, Jangal Santal, Souren Bose, Khokan Majumdar—
who were at the helm of this confrontation, belonged to
the pro-China section and had joined the CPI (M) in 1964.
Charu Mazumdar and Kanu Sanyal, veteran copamurust
Jeaders of this area, were the main architects of this peasant
uprising. The Tebhaga movement of 1946 that erupted in
certain North and North-Eastern districts of Bengal and
later spread to other parts of the country resulted in the
passing of the Land Ceiling Act in 1953 according to which
“no farmer or landlord is entitled to hold land beyond
25acres” (Joshil979, 447). Further, the tenants and the
agricultura] labourer working on the fields had to be paid
half the share of the whole produce. (Joshi, 1980, Pp- 43
456). However, in practice, the Land Ceiling Act failed to
get hold of the excessive landholding by the rural own.el‘
frlﬁss consisting chiefly of zamindars and money .lend.CIS-

e excess land was registered in the name of their wives
or.cl'uldren. Moreover, they could easily escapé the act by
bribing local government officials and state police. Thus,
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» was no improvement in the situatiop, of the
lhert’ r 2021, 3). It was at this juncture th
.S“l:;‘\eld indifferent weekly villa ge mar
:;i(r;,ghout the entire rural regions of Darjeeling district in
North Bengal by the then members of Communist Party of
India (Marxist) sbortened as C.PL (M) that wag trying to
emerge as a significant political Organization and later helq
a strong base in Bengal for a long period. The Naxalbari
uprising was therefore a fight against the multiple formg
of violence that include denial of land and forest rights,
incursions of mining companies, unfajr Crop sharing
agreements between landlords and farmers, caste-based
violence, and physical and sexual abuse committed by
certainlanded-folks and State forces against the indigenous
tribes (Adivasis), Dalits (lower castes/ untouchables) and
farmers. The spring thunder of Naxalbarj was brief but it

changed the social and political context of West Bengal in
Particular and the country as a whole.
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The Point of Departure:
Exclusion of women from the movement

@cadenﬁc studies across al] SO
t

cial science disciplines and
Orica]

documentation have explored the Naxalbari
t from socio-political perspectives. The causes,
:frfgcés Politica] changes have been investigated, examined,
OCumented gyer time. However, the severe maleness
“Clated yyjp the Naxalite protagonists has never
4o Juestioned o debated in any of these studie.s. The
Mentations and debates of such a revolutionary
Crlp?:n Nt therefore should overcome the is@ahon;i‘-t
3 g, ztlon C?f individual women and try to posit 3‘;‘::1:'5
ficoypgy 75921 category for studying history, o chocns
) logy, ‘; of Naxalbarj is fashioned by men wh? :Of tl:IL‘
‘lluu@ e Women merely as mothers and daughter: atns
"Cators of the new nation. As a result, the wome

as

o S
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entered the militant literary and political imagination,
not as subjects with political goals of their own but ag
mothers of the nation’s children and wives of men who
are the real political subjects. This does not mean that the
women have not participated in the struggle against the
colonial imposition, nor does it mean that they have not
substantially contributed to the culture and politics. Both
the colonial and the “nationalist” discourse chose to look at
women in sexual terms.

Women'’s history is not only an effort to restore women
to history but perhaps more importantly, also to restore
history to women (Sen,2014,3). The issue of incorporating
gender with the Naxalite movement emerges from the
traditional notion of the ideal created of the private and
public sphere and their forced confinement as decided by
the society. Gender essentially does not symbolize women;
Gender is principally about the ideals of femininities and
masculinities within a Spatio-temporal context and the
relations of power between these ideals. (Sinha Roy, 2018).
The public and private are contrasting, exclusive and
complementary spaces and no gender study is possible
omitting the differentiated recognition of both. If South
Asia is taken, then the public/private divide becomes
crucial, and masculinity is associated with “public’, and
femininity is associated with “private’ or domestic sphere:
For women, the split must be addressed with extreme
caution as her performance in both roles is judgec} wft
‘legitimacy’ and “illegitimacy’. As her association \"\"t’h =
private, may bring about the question of ‘chastity 2“‘:
violation of the socially conducted norms of her behav mulr: :
and association patterns, she is often restricted t© Tll:e
‘private’ sphere to avoid immodesty or immomll,tyfl.ﬁe;;
constraints in the private domain and the re-“}"’nslbl,1 1c;,
which involve her full-time involvement, like maiﬂtent‘;\[em
of household, birthing, and caring for children x.nake s
domesticated mentally and physically. Their interd



The Discourse of Unchanged Gender Stereotype 155

«ith the public i§ even more .restricted as mostly they are
als0 purdened Wl.th the fmanc1.a1 responsibilities, for which
they workin the ﬁelds.or other income- generating activities,
The focus on domestic matters or domestic activities a]so
makes them pressured to eschew any knowledge which is
considered ‘outside” knowledge, which primarily includes
politics. The documentation of the lives of the militant
women in Naxalbari which could be retrieved from their
autobiographies/interviews reveals a sense of heroic
endeavour that they lived in contrast to their mundane
domestic interactions that traditionally prevailed. As Srila
Roy in her interactions with the revolutionary women
projects that the woman revolutionary becomes heroic
the moment she leaves behind the mundane and ordinary
life in her domesticity. To fulfil the historic task in an
extraordinary situation she is embracing a highly male
cllture of the new left. The confessions of the women
revolutionaries however remind the author that such
an extraordinary situation is not devoid of her domestic
responsibilities. “They live the exalted lives of care and
adventure while still performing the everyday lives of care
and feminized domesticity” (Roy, 2007,2).

The Naxalbari movement has been recorded as a
eellion to change the existing social structure of the
*0Clety. The ideology was to transform the soc‘iety nto
 classless one with the help of armed rebellion as 1t
“PPened in China. However, such a rebellious move paid
S(t)tclieeattention to the existing gender disparity ;:":11:‘:}:?5

ﬁ*.em(t)y aqd maintained a non-inclusive apprc(’ﬁc Fro;l < il

\;er t?’[?lca'lly existed even befor? ol 196 3"'.1 ved even

7 the %mnmg, women were effectively discourdb b
“aders to join the movement as activists.

)
2z , 3 t be
inv(,;lmd“’f himself had written that women shoulcl;(:nw
at ka‘/ed N squads “because women need a le; ilf;‘hél

-as & Stao 2 atric d
g . OF the night”, This view reasserts the pa

in ‘o see
et etcheg in the very ethos of the movement. 10

=



158 Gender and Naxalite Movement: An Introspection

women as “objects of violence” and “subjects of fear” thys
assuming a “protective” approach towards them shows
that women are not and perhaps can never be considered
as equals in the revolutionary movement (Singh 2013, 13).
The abstinent denial of associating violence with women
remained constant since colonial times. Although Tirtha
Mandal in his accounts figured that the exact mindset of
Charu Majumder could be found during the nationalist
movement. The men were not confident of taking women
in their revolutionary movement fearing threats like rape or
physical torture, and the fear was not unfounded. Female

revolutionaries however discarded the male fear and

joined revolutionary politics, just like Suniti Choudhury.
Bengali women we

; re shadowed by the powerful imagery of
Goddess Laxmi, the symbol of prosperity who was forced
to leave her home in the face of partition and now had to
be brought back, looked after, and protected. Barring a few
examples like Sarala Devi Choudhrani on whom much
has been written especially regarding her involvement
in the physical culture movement, women’s involvement
in politics in the early 20th century was however not so
extensive. In November 1921, the demonstration was
§taged by a thousand women to greet the Prince of Wales
In Bombay. In December Basantj Devi, wife of Chittar anjar}
Das, his sister Urmila Devi and niece Suniti Devi
participated in an open demonstration on the streets of
Calcutta ang courted arrest by stunning the nation by bemng
Out on the streets, In the 1920s the revolutionary nature of
women and their Participation in revolutionary terrorist
was Insignificantly coming off the edge. Although .the
Powerful imagery of Goddess Laxmi has been an al?ldu?'%
mﬂlfence on the women of Bengal and India, Laxmi B! i
stories remained a story of a powerful woman show -Wad
€xCeptional. The sight of the minor heir tied to her remalf‘z
€ point of glory and not many women were inspt* g
to follow in hey footsteps. However, after years @ oL
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n, Shanti Munda, among others, led the —_

;vcl)gfnonth-old baby strapped to her back. ;L\Z;;a E/rlés
o first of a slew of 'firrows on a policeman, an event in
which the forces .retahated by killing eleven peasants and
ribals. This incident sparked India’s five-decade-long
Maoist movement. The name of Shanti Munda is nev(;;
remembered in the Indian household for her heroism or
never documented in an analysis of Naxalite movements

a5 a moment of glory.
Traditionally, No one looks astonished when they learn
about England, even when the country is entirely run by
a queen but even in England women being soldiers or
members of parliament looked unusual. During feudal
times women were not excluded from war or politics,
rather women of privileged classes were “‘manly” who were
not inferior to their fathers or husbands. The independence
of women seemed natural to the Greeks than to other
civilizations at that time. The Spartan women were freer
and were trained to bodily exercises similarly as with men,
proving that women by no means can be disqualified for
any activities based on capability. Although these Spartan
examples gave Plato the idea of equality of the two sexes,
this subjection was still considered natural. The first forms
of protest by the dominated sex were made known to
the public by women through their writings which were
followed by petitions for their entry into parliamentary
suffrage or their admission into professions or occupations
which used to be considered as against them. [t was not that
womenhave proved themselves to be ineffectiveinterms of
political participation, but the privale-public divide St?tid'
::‘th'e barrier which effectively encouragc'zd women to ‘n ;11
ithin the confines of their homes. Indian women car )
“utof the private sphere long back with effective str ugt}t‘-
it participation in politics remained sligmamed :\1’:311
Evteim and mass participation was fo.r ?Omgonx::;ent&;

John Stuart Mill observed Hindu Gove
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hich were obsessively a male regiment allowing Women
\y » L3 . .

Zo reign effectively from behind the curtain in the name of
male minor heirs.

If a Hindoo principality is strongly, vigilantly, ang
economically governed; if an order 1.s preserved withoyt
oppression; if cultivation is extending, .
prosperous, in three cases out of four that Principality
is under a woman’s rule. This fact to me is an entirely
unexpected one, I have collected from a long official
knowledge of Hindoo governments. There are many
such instances: though by Hindoo institutions, a woman
cannot reign, she is the legal regent of a kingdom during
the minority of the heir; and the minorities are frequent,
the lives of the male rulers being so often prematurely
terminated through the effect of inactivity and sensual
excesses. When we consider that these princesses have
never been seen in public, never conversed with any man
outside their own family except behind the curtain, that
they do not read, and if they did even read there was no
book in their language which can give them the smallest
instruction on political affairs; the examples they cite of the

Natural capacity of women in government is very striking.
(Mill 1870, 104)

and the people

Or in another instance, he cited,
families are the only women who

Tange of interests and freedom of development as men, and
itis pr ecisely in their case that there is not found to be anly
inferiOrity, EX&Cﬂy where and in proportion as womens
Capacities for the government have been tried, in that
PIoportion haye they been found adequate.” (Mill 1870:
104) The account of Indian history therefore glO}'IO‘ISI)
writes aboyt Indian kings and their heroism praising ﬂ:i
queem and princegges for their beauty yet glorifies Lﬂ;‘er
2! for taking (o the batlefield with an infant tied to her.
She ig glorified for being a perfect mother and breah‘:ﬁ
¢ Stereotype but not many women are inspired to fo

The ladies of reigning
are allowed the same
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the footsteps of Laxmi Bai. Even in informal politics the
leaderShiP roles . prqved by South Asian women, who
wereactive participants 111.<e Benazir Bhutto, Indira Gandh
or Hasina Wajed, Chandrika Kumaratunga, etc. However,
the involvement of these women raises another side of the
story, as these women are mainly from elite families with
strong political connections, they do not represent the mass
women of these countries. They have not impacted politics
in a very strong manner, and they were groomed for
decision-making roles. They have broken the stereotypical
image of women and created specific institutions where
women would rise to political prominence.

The Naxalbari movement according to Srila Roy was not
exceptional for exclusion of women question of subscribing
lo a form of left traditionalism, the forms of “patriarchal
containment’ and gendered division of labour within the
party lines have been noted previously in most left-wing
progressive movements in general. The movement not
only exposed a non-inclusive approach but also made the
private-public division very evident by containing the
revolutionary women to the domesticity even within the
movement. Just like the male counterparts the women
were recruited even without the formal membership @d
divided into two groups. One group Was engaged “flth
the organizational task and the other with the technical
task. While the organizational group was SL_IPPOSEd t‘o‘lzel'
I dECision-making roles and reached the higher POhn;:
:c he!ons the technical group was mostly T esﬁmlb:ii oir
ourier services like transportation of arms, 01'1;1‘ worlé
?:ig(ape_’r& Mostly women were doing e tic:;udiscussed
In ey kaj' as they called it. The role of wome ¢ glorified 2

€Ty trajectory of the Naxalite movemen® 5

Woman : ’ d as support 10
w ‘ s', acte
the ho provided safe ‘shelter t messengers:

Ir male co orked as secT®
D unterparts, or W . therited from
¢ Wdealized mode] of womarthood W2 entl?l and early

€ Natiqno1: -
Nationalist discourse in the late M€t
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twentieth century that celebrated benevolent patriarchy,
reinterpreted as it was by the Marxist intelligentsia in the
1940s and 1950s. To preserve the sacredness of "home’ or the
inner sanctum of ‘true Indian self” as against the profanity of
the material exterior or the ‘world’, nationalism embarked
on the project of creating the bhadramahila (gentlewoman)
and redefined the values of chastity, docility, and nurture
based on home/world, feminine/masculine opposition
to produce a female counterpart of the emerging middle-
class ‘gentleman’ (bhadralok). It is the discrepancy between
this dominant model of bhadramahila and the diverse
expressions of women’s agency within the Naxalbari
movement that marks the difference between ‘imagined’
and ‘real’ women. While the Naxalite leadership continued
to celebrate the virtues of ‘imagined’ bhadramahila, ‘real’
women activists existed under the shadow of anonymity.
(Sinha Roy 2007, 59)

A close reading of Naxal literature seems to suggest
that the question of women’s tasks 6r roles within t?‘e
movement was marked by ambivalence. Thus, while
female participants in the movement often themselves
tried to project a militant personality, their male colleagues
continued to expect women to fulfill a mainly nurturing
role within the movement. A conscious desire toO ‘CI\'P‘WSS
irreverence towards the established social mores certainly
played a part in determining how women attomptt?d_ t‘:
forge a new personality for themselves. Thus, challvngl“léf
the image of women as docile and passive, women Naxa :
often consciously attempted to engage in confrc'.llt“““_l'
with policemen or suspected informérss, Like thelr "TM |
counterparts, they too endured hardships anc
self-abnegation. The role of nursing was also reservt :
women. While the movement was limited to villag®® ‘”
the tribal population, both men and women ¢ But
task of nursing the wounded comrades (Banerjee 2009) the
the gender role division became more manifested 8%
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niddle-class intelligentsia dominated the movement, Ag
Menon has mentioned, “N ursing and teaching (particular}y
at lower levels) are Rredominantly considered womer/’s
profession ... the fgmnuzahon of teaching and nursing js
because such work is seen as an extension of the nurturin
work that women do at home” (Menon 2012, 11-12). This
ideology dominated the 20th-century middle-class Bengali
society and the movement being dominated by this class
after its urbanization was not an exception in following it.
Krishna Bandyopadhyay, one of the important members of
the movement spoke against the caregiving and nurturing
tasks accorded to women on account of the patriarchal
ideology harbored by the leaders, “We women activists
underwent a nursing training course in Medical College
- Now I wonder the principal idea behind this training
was that our male comrades will get wounded, and we
women will nurse them back to battle condition! These
ideas were harboured by the most progressive political
Party” (Bandyopadhyay, 2001, p. 87). Thus, the patriarchal
ideologies of the middle-class society reflected themselves
in the movement. As a result of these patriarchal nf>tions,
the women in the movement were pushed to the periphery
Where their contributions to the movement were
Overshadowed by the heroic tales of the male membe.rs. ’
.H Upper-caste, middle-class urban women “Ilthu ‘:
umverSitY education were considered the ‘rear g“ard-llwpx(bcl)e
e twomen from rural areas suffered underotllilti:\( laml
,w?)sntirs’ of ‘marginalization— 'non—mctfgi’ll . resisting
Police " (Sinha Roy 2018). Apart from p i b,l L“.- \)t »| urban
oun. 1 landlords, peasant women also AR Y l
Youth : r P , yv in the rurd
3 Who tried to spread the Naxal ideology sl
Ueag .pl' d lhyay., !wd.‘n\“
g v % according to Maya Chattopad yay. outh
Birls would o . ) { the urban )
y up all night and guar¢

Whﬂ g l') \V(‘"\cll

€ they . truggle

= they slept, Even during the freedom ”Lm?.’,ﬁ’u\ds were
| backgr¢

“Omj
asant filﬂuly

pf&f@?f from intellectual and educatec 56
¢d ang encouraged over tribes and pe
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women. Girls from feSPeCt'f‘ble. faTm'lies 'became more
and more involved in conspiracies involving murderoys
assaults on British officials. By.the end of 1931, a ney
element appeared in the terrorist movement as women
revolutionaries began to be engaged in the murderoys
assault. Bina and Kalyani Das, Pritilata Waddedar, Santi
and Suniti, and many girls became part of daring plans and
gradually also became a target of severe police atrocities.
The standard story of the Naxalite memory of activism
in the rural areas represents rural women as shadowy
figures who gave food and shelter, who carried their
messages and occasionally arms, who guided them from
one village to another and yet had rarely been considered
an equal partner in revolutionary activism. Utpal Dutt’s
representation of tribal women’s capacity of interpreting
the Maoist guerrilla strategy is, therefore, significant. In
the same play, Dutt depicts another character— Debaree,
a Rajbangshi woman peasant— who can read and who
teaches her fellow villagers the philosophical moorings of
revolution. Itis in this domain of imagination (and extensive
field research as Dutt toured the Naxalbari area for weeks
immediately after the mass shooting in Prasadujote
village in May 1967) we meet women revolutionaries
who displayed courage, resilience, and intelligence -
scripting a vision of people’s movement. Urban middlc‘*‘
class women were discouraged from going to villages ©
working-class slums, and when they went to village® o
worked in factories in defiance of the leadership: (e
efforts in organizational activities were either sidelix}ed «:
unappreciated. For rural women, the problem lies 11\':09.
§10ss oversight of their presence by urban male N“x“‘l.lol;s
Interviews with Shankar, A.D., and R.B. in the P,w\;‘ ot
chapter reveal that urban Bhadralok Naxalites fule* ize
only to encourage peasant women but also to rngg: of
women’s presence beyond their conventional 1

Women as ‘supporters’. (Sinha Roy 2018,5)
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Wwomen - whether Adivasis, peasant, or Dailt - in
[ndia’s pinterland (including India’s resource-rich central
Jateaus and forests and tribal belts) have joined the Naxal
oment to fight for their rights and justice. Besides this
catalyst, there are other additional motivating
factors. For example, the decision to join Naxalism is also
driven by the desire to seek agency and combat sexual
Jbuse, which they face from some sections of upper-caste
men and security personnel (read State). The reason for
women joining the Naxalite movement transcended just
beyond the mere desire to join the political movement. The
ideological faith and romanticism attached to transform
society were present among the women who joined the
Naxalite movement. The section of women who were
forced to join to escape the existing condition was also not
few. The Naxal ideology remains silent on the intrusioninto

the gendered space when it comes to women’s sexuality

and motherhood. It was seen as the woman’s fault if she
rifle and fatigue

fell pregnant. It would mean the loss of

and inglorious return home which was often not possible
in the tumultuous political situation. These women,
then, remained at the mercy of the par
often relegated them to performing menia

3 hildbirth under such circumstances was frowned upor.
i women who used their children while performing
urier duties were encouraged to do so. It worked as‘thn;
I:;rt.{‘ﬂ camouflage for such activities. Her 0l¢ mﬁhﬁt} IL;\L?\
"4 eulogized. Leena, a Naxal activist of the 70s ‘Mk.r“, g
.,‘(T.,bwsh with the police where she managed t01 ;’5“‘1 :
?;:( her d"’f’ﬂhwr was with her (N'nrmn,f?(:l]‘:{' \.\-)&;mcl\
:—Ca‘/a!ju:m:mo"ﬁ and autobjographics s that the
Uitry e - were the most (irst-hand accol .f Krishna
"ﬂo;,l records, In the ztut()bi“l»'xmphy 5 be
.d‘JPadhyi‘Y and Ajitha their dt’-“l"?rut:“
@ equal with their male counterPet o the
ently, Ag Krishna andyopadhy ay {

mov
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English translation of her memoir is Naxalbari Politics. 5
Feminist Narrative) stated,

Since my childhood, I have seen several festivals
being observed and celebrated in our house. And the
center of attention during these festivals would always
be my brothers, uncles, and other prominent males
‘human beings’. Even later in life I would cringe at the
discrimination in every aspect of life—Dbe it eating habits,
education, freedom of movement. In my way, I protested
once in a while, but not a brick on the wall of ‘don’ts’ was
affected by it. I always thought that something needed to
be done about this. (Bandyopadhyay 2008: 53)

Thecommunistattitudes towardssexuality had abearing
on their perceptions of women within the movement. The
Naxalite movement itself was very revolutionary in its
own will, further, the non-engagement and insensitivity
towards the gender question of the movement made the
women travel a longer route to participate in such a radical
movement. The unwillingness of the society to accept the
movement was accelerated for the women as they found
themselves performing the same roles as they would be
doing in their households. The women were used as
shields or second fiddle who could only be recognized
with the male counterparts who were participating in the
movement. There was an effort to romanticize women as
mothers, wives, and widows of revolutionary men. Ajitha,
resounding Krishna Bandopadhyay also expressed her
massive discontent with the Naxalite men, she expressed
disapproval of Manu’s views on women and quotes a
sentence from him:
her ﬁ*u;‘l’)?gn shﬁ)uld obey her parents in her Chﬂg}wsolig
further ey o In her YQuth al?d her sons when 91 t o
i) fielcli) - fsses‘her disappointment, ”I. was daring m fe \

s action. When would my time come to i
omrades brimming with revolutionary fervor, 0§



otype 4,
those villagers and to urge them op about truth that |
believed in? But the comrades Wanted me ¢, Wait for some
more time. I felt depressed and

'Sappointed that | was
pulled back because | Wwas a woman_ I

was fully aware
of what tales’ people woulg talk aboyt girls who freely
moved around with men, | hated this Inequity ang was
determined to fight it” (Ajitha 2008: 43).

€ memoirs of women from the Naxalite moveme;::
b - seeks
are valuable soyrces from a feminist pErspective &Ectl ants
Overcome the silences surrounding women e s OI; the
¢ movement as well as the gender dy namlc(;ither of
ement, Contrary to what one would ‘exp€thfIl e
¢ tWo memojrg paints a unified heroic figure o ;mtances
Tevolutionary, The women not only recount thelb\;erqionf
“here they committed acts of resistance Sni:;pinalized:
* : 1 € ¢
e 150 how they fel Jimited. R s
discrip : ictimized in se 3
Inated against, and vic agements
DEbates ’ tion’ initiated engag it
i °n the ‘woman qresto itions at differer
h.veen arxist and feminist post eating the issues
fgnods Within diyerse contexts, oftenarlelzic‘al angles. Such
Cerneq and yet generating new analy

Moy,
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reflections unfold an array of doubts, uncertainties, and
realizations regarding the issues that concern women’s
lives in publicand private domains and cortta'm questions to
the leadership about the meaning of marriage and divorce
in a post—revolution society; the shame and self-hatred of
experiencing 'sexual liberation’ after the Soviet leadership
moved away from the earlier association betweenrevolution
and free love. There is a mixture of pride and confusion
of a peasant woman after returning to domesticity from
2 revolutionary life led by her for a long time. These
experiences are also contrary to the somewhat customary
Jeftist assurance that a neat resolution of women’'s issues
would follow the people’s revolution.

Conclusion

The dream of Naxalbari Revolution was to create a
classless society that promises an end to exploitation by
the rich to the poor. The expression of sheer disgust and
disappointmenttowards existing governmentand electoral
politics inspired a call for change. The restructuring of
the existing social norms and promise of eradication of
all forms of discrimination was romantic, revolutionary,
and lucrative. This inspired people from all classes across
the state, the youth from prime colleges of Calcutta to
the peasants working in fields were so involved with
the ideology and the thought that they sacrificed thelr
dreams/fears and home within months. Since China
had already paved a successful path before them the
dismantling of the existing exploitation looked achievable
af‘d desirable at the same time, The idea of associating
violence and resorting on the barrels of the guns as the path
to success did involve a lot of doubts and raised question”
of social acceptability, but not much attention wWas givert
to this thought and many people from all pockets of the
state pledged to take up arms and declare war against
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the exploiters. Such a revolutionary turn of events was
documented and projected as a movement that changed
the course of history. However, such revolutionaries never
considered fifty percent of the population as coparticipants
orequals. The feminist perspective was never incorporated
in the documentations or socio-political analysis of the
movements. The women's question has been incorporated
in Indian history without much history of the women's
revolution associated with it. Unlike many other countries
women in India never had to fight for their rights or
suffrage. Voluntary participation (although stereotypical)
was noticed during the freedom movement, although
only a few women were recorded as active participants
in armed struggle. Non-discrimination in terms of rights
did not ensure social equality and this question was not
addressed during the Naxalite movement.

Women's participation as active political actors/
participants are meager in India. Bengal was considered
an intellectually progressive state, but the binary of
sophisticated elite of the city and masses of the rural
countryside was pretty evident since the freedom struggle.
Women who participated in active politics in West Bengal
mostly belonged from such elite families with exceptions.
Th? expectations of their political behaviour were also
designed along the lines of social expectations from them.
The Naxalite revolution did not treat womenany differently
» Most cases. The stringent public-private divide was
Practiced similarly with the women participants of the

Naxalite movement, Notwithstanding claims and efforts

o establia . \
“Stablish a more equitable society, the reality is far fron
nvironment

his it
No movement is immune to the social e

oy : - 1
"UEof which it is born, hence resulting in the re-creation
hin Left-Wing

or Oug?;nf&rcement of patriarchal norms wit Al
conﬂjct. en. and women have different eXPe“d . the
Oncey, and it jg important to recognize and ad T?

Ins accordingly.
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Chapter 2

The Uncouth Woes

T.he Prevalence of Venereal Diseases
in the British or European Troops
in India (ca. 1864-1918)

Apalak Das

The present condition of the Army in India, with the enormous prevalence
of venereal disease . . . yearly sending home thousands of men infected with

constitutional taint, is therefore a great and growing source of danger to the

whole community.'
Report of Departmental Committee appeared in the statement of Earl of Dunraven
in the House of Lords on the Departmental Committee of the India Office (1897)

on 14 May, 1897

It was not the ‘Gemeinschaft’ or idea of ‘community’, but preserving the
supposed racial potency of the ‘whites’, who were snivelling the menace of
degeneration from venereal diseases (VD), developed into one of the prime
concerns to the colonial state. Why had the preservation of ‘race’ become so
essential to the colonial administration in India? as VD posed direct threat
to health, racial supremacy and martial spirit of ‘white’ than the natives, the
Raj had decided to go for ‘disciplining’ the European soldiers in the name
of military hygiene. The recent historiography on the politico-cultural liai-
son between race and diseases, such as the works of Ishita Pande, Philippa
Levine, Erica Wald and David Arnold, has focused on the way in which
colonial discourses framed the question of racial susceptibility to the tropical
maladies, vices and wickedness that crippled the British vis-a-vis European
soldiers. To the Raj, the issue was whether the ‘moral policing’, instead of
mere withdrawing Contagious Diseases (CD) Acts, would prevent the VD;
amidst of the sway of liberal wind and abolitionism or anti-regulationist
vibes, there was a growing apprehension in the House of Commons in
1888 regarding the practices, rules and regulations on prostitution and the

41
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D in e cm{mmcﬂli and "'!h’:' ﬁ;"ﬁf** of E?ilig{,}', s
(reatment of ¥ g ;;macd in the House wherein it by b
June 1885 2 r!whj- ly suspEnsIon of meassres [ compily, wy o ey
that any T of mct; ! fc iating prostitution in India o the §, Wit
on of women and 07 &y ~ By

_ e meT (O Carty out sy ik
) s jﬂw thc g(ﬂ\"m, ] UL sl o Y
Wk, "

in India Wmﬁ,bem?fw;:‘s:wmigs] on its application in the oy,
the British Z lm . of a departmental commitiee, “‘;"ﬁ‘z‘-é;:’%%
lﬂﬂw by :hc UO ndcr»-S%‘fﬂm of State for India, Mr. G{;n;gg VR ,1&3 #
chﬂfrfn ::; by John Wodehouse. the Secretary of State for Indiy - :/4:,%,‘
e was o nvesigaie whether 1be Corerent of i i,
accorded with the resolution " tbc Hf?llfc ‘M (,ifnir?nfnis OF 1 10

the legal imperatives 1o deal with the mmf:

fashioned and restructured ; )
:ozisons‘ (the probable source of conlagion) thmugi{ the enactmen e
Camonme&t Laws. It scoms gnusual that the Commitiee had not %”%’?;

any evidence from Indian cantonments except f}rfahall-a. Mecrut, Licks,,
Mean Meer (Lahore). Rawalpindi, Peshawar. Amritsar, Bareilly, Sitapuy 4,
Banaras as the inquiries musl be prcsemed ina f‘urm qf a report before ;,;;,,
end of parliamentary session. The Russell Commitice found the teatimone,
of Mrs. Elizabeth Andrew, Dr. Kate Bushnell and several general office,
as principal observations of the seven other cantonments. In relation w ths,
another Special Commission in India, that is Ibbetson Commission undey
Mr. Denzil Ibbetson, was employed by the Military Department of the G
on 2 June 1893 which surprisingly selected only three cantonments, such 4
Umballa. Meerut and Lucknow, for the investigation. Both these groups had
altogether accentuated the conditions of chaklas or brothels, the functions of
lock hospitals and the periodical examination of the native women. Finally,
the Russell Committee succeeded to put forth the report on 31 August 1893
in which the members in majority had concluded that all the ten cantonments
largely violated the directives of the adopted resolution of the Lower House
of British Parliament. Morcover, the numerous official orders and regulations
were unable to abolish the old system of regulated and licensed prostitu-
tion. The Act of 1890, under the Cantonment Act of 1889, was in operation
connected 1o the continuous system of periodical examination since 1888
Therefore, the Commiltee was of opinion that ‘this system and the incidental
practices . . . did not, and the Statutory Rules, so far as they authorize or per
mit the same, do not accord with the accepted meaning and intention of the
Resolution of the House of Commons’.*

, The Cantonment Act of 1895 intended to resolve the matter by outlaw-
ing the periodical examinations of prostitutes and disavowing any official
approval of prostittion in the Indian cantonments, although it surfaced

the fissure within the imperial governance over VD, which was gradually

35
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i gz the 1890s. The Colomsal Office was worried g,
o prsish 11OOPS in India from (he beginning: 2 mmm ﬂ; hiu:%m of
g@' Gol w0 e Secretary of Stae on 4 November. ?W?&w@:% sent
;,,ﬁmmmg VD cases among the European soldiers M}Lz;“
o raptnsic ahout the imaineat ptall. Fom 1876 0 1585 st
o wore 238 VD) paticnts in 1000 in 20 average which escalaes o & 74}}
2 . whereas (e m&m f:‘if VD was mach less in the nagive uduz;m:?
o = was not all “loose” native women having VD, bat 2 da‘:%

T = ere definiiely responsible ‘with whom the British soldier assoc-

v Mmmmmmﬂﬂfaﬂmjﬂamm:mmmgm

of e
gng e , o
e DETHEED the Extentionists and Repealers once agaim. The controversy
copendered immense trembie in the Parlizment. Meanwhile. the figures had
_esied unprecedenied increase of VD. chiefly syphilis. in the British troops.
Teis ad impaired not only the military efficiency of the army stationed in
gy Raj bust the bealth of England’s civil popuolation. Especially. when the
SopnECOming British soldiers stanied 1o socialize with their community. the
sk of infection amMOBE “healthy” population grew manifold.® To the Colonial
Ofice. the racial potency and “discipline’ of the British Army were at more
sk than the health of the native consorts. Even, bow far the resplution of
House of Commons brought in the issues of ‘choice” and ‘compulsion’ in
case of prosuitution was hitherto unaddressed in the colonial regulations later
on The native WOMEDH were frequently seen as the means of contamination in
e colonial legislations: bowever, they might pot be the prime disquiet 1o the
pai” instead. the objectification of ‘germed bodies” along with the prevention
seziuss VI was the rationale of empire, which required proper institutional-
ization thromgh various health surveillances such as sanilary. deparimental
commintee and Jock hospital repons. Till the eighicenth century. the Wesiern
wedical discourse identified the women's body 2 ‘degenerated’, “depraved’
fe Viguosian era. the notion was substituted with more robust SUrmise. The
smmsscuoss bodies, which were by virtue supposed to be infecied, were DOW
Sssinguished from the “purified’ and ‘moral’ bodies.” Thence. the CD Acts
s of VI in the army from 1880s proved the frailty of the prevenlive sys-
ez Mask Hasrison has poinied out that VID control was a “moral” P
% the similar extent of 4 medical crisis in the British Army- Nevestheless.
i traditional perceptions of “restraint’ and ‘honour” in milizansm Wer® il
tcomsdations of Brish Empirc, maierializing the moral considerations 15
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BRITISH TROOPS IN INDIA (C. 1860+ 188(x)

For the British officials, the tropical world such as India was 3o “allurmy Su
it hardly resisied the Earopean soldiers from becoming “skoppy chataces
Dering the cighteenth century, the life of a common soldicr was whsed
by humid climate. tiresome carly momning dnll and occavwsial engagesaee
with the enemies, Erica Wald has posited that diink, violence and sex womd
into the ‘grim trinity’, assxciated with the young Faropean widiers, The
Comparny and the Crown were equally dithered about the fisany ergene
for maintaining the huge nomber of native wives, misiresses and ohiideen
of European soidiers - the greatest irpediments in saximizing the colonsal
profit. This was the reason behind the encouragement of the Britsh Baw
India Company towards owning native companions for sexual need by the
late cighteenth centary. As the European soldier was belicved 1 be an 4.
t!»e colonial officials tried 0 protect them from obvious “uncouth’ barerd
m:g; Unfortumately, sypbifis and gomorrhea had been persisicnt hesth
e cg;nuz ni ;:)::fomxaiiﬂ?w 10 control the diseases even in the ea)
concerned ahout growis w;a - D - P‘”ﬂhﬁc Medical surgeoms, #eie
T growing disease prevalence in the barracks, The scaling
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A there wias reliable record on how much soldiers were affecied by syphi-
s, the ¢ mmissioners collected the retums of the lock and other hopitals 10
ges an inclusive image. Almaost 20-25% of the waal sick were the V1) cases
sihich somELIeEs surged (o 50% a1 some places such as Bangalore and Roor-
wee and 53% at Dinapore. A considerable number of cases were 50 serious
that they had been promounced unfit for service ind eventually sent home as
snvalids, For the Commissioners, the reorganization of the measures, previ-
epasly taken i the three presidencies, that is. Bengal, Bombay und Madras, and
cleaniliness i barrack fayatories would be effective to diminish the V1D signifi-
caly.” I the United Kingdom, the CI) Act of 1566 was passed Lo check the
raviges of V1D in the army and navy and o restrict the inveterate expenses for
s ireatment of sailors und diseasedd soldiers ' The Indian CL) Act was imple-
sented wns inn V68 with similar objective; necdless 1o say that it was not much
difterent trom the other C1D Acts, protecting the “white race’ from the tropical
viee, ! Initially, it prowed effective as far a8 the statistics of monality and sick-
ssa i the Faropean toops in India was concerned. The VD admission rate
_.iﬁ [ 0hy 1407 was igher than 156701579, although the figure was still fright
ening Durng 18701479, the wsial VI3 admissions in the European Aroy of
Indie were | 17,445 which was equivalent 10 admission rate of 2035 per 1.000.
§5 case o Hengal troop, the dmission vate was 208.6 per O, appearing less
thar bt of the preceding en years. Vor Earopean Army of Mudras, there was
fower, thad is, 19%,1 per | ), admittance in the hospitals in contrast 10 Hengal
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m;;?iwrg! 000 On 25 July 1874, 5. M. Conningham, Sapjy % 0,
1, 1¥1L1 P LR :

sianer of the Gal. had cuhenitied his FEPL 08 the rules for the pres oy

D amang the European troops in the Bez:gl Pr::;ﬁ;:mx n 1873 71, h:t:;:ﬂ
areatest difficulty for the officials was &) CHEEE T JT0E Muimber of .y e
 peostitution” which had been respamsible for the increase of vy e
Hoe Pros hoth in India and England. This problem way pat”

- " il . . - s |
the Burapean roaps DO A A - FRAP s aby ¥ Mk p,,
starming in case of British India where the populaton resided jaceny 5, [

‘”‘*—*E-f? k;?;:ubospital reparts have provided the admission rates of Evrope,
soldiers and prostitutes evenly. There were nine miltary (Bangajor,, Bc;
jarv. Kamptee, Cannanore. Si. Thomas M‘ognt, Semmdegrahad. &!baqu
Td;himpoly and Wellington) aqd four civil 1ock hospitals (Magry Rag,
goon, Thayetmyo, and Tonghoo) in Madras Presxdc:?cyt The cases of Pﬁmaz;
syphilis in the military fock hospitals had been steadily increasing singe

Y | 1873
It appeared that the admission for the treatment of primary syphilis. CXcen

1875, was more numerous among the women than the European troops, Alon
with this. there was a significant swell of VD cases in the European forge
well. In 1873. the ratio was 149.81 per 1.000 which ascended to 23127 i
1877. To the colonial officials. the increase of primary syphilis. which yg,
the most dangerous of all forms of VD within the British contingents, wg; ,
serious concern. The discase was so vicious that it made the young soldier
ineffective permanently at an early phase of their career. In spite of every.
thing, the British colonists had considered the primary syphilis as “mild and
manageable disease’ if treated earlier. The most affected areas in the Madrgs
Presidency were Bellary, Trichinopoly and Bangalore where the large number
of famine-stricken women from rural areas thronged for living. They were
mostly ‘unregistered” prostitutes and might bave carried the germ of VD2*
Undoubtedly, there was undiminished connection between famine and prosti-
tution reflecting in the report. The colonial officials were saying that:

We must not be surprised if we find among the evil results of the famine an
increased proportion for some years 1o come of cases of constitutional

syphilis . . . there was, as already stated, a great influx of famine-stricken
women and the increase of venereal diseases generally and of primary syphilis
more particularly was due 1o their presence.?!

From 1878 to 1880, the report shows trifling development as the number of
primary and secondary syphilis cases and gonorrhea in the European troops
furthered.” On 11 February 1880. the Military Lock Hospital of Trichinopoly
was closed due to the withdrawal of all European troops from the station:
though the total admissions in both classes of European soldiers and diseased
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en had tfmrgin,z;xlly reduced, the surglng lgnwes of Vi BTl the Vi
s were dﬁi#{l_mssmg whrsn the mliq ol admisslion bad reschied 324 G4 et
p(;( 0 i 1880 i1 Madras Presidency.™ The figares for BRI displiyied o s ze.
o Jecline which Wik momentary. W oagadn Witenatlied i 1882 afwp M;u It
- ;«(!l(”l‘iﬂ! ofticers finally had to concede that whatever the ohjectives mig‘hf
¥ induced the Raj to found lock hospitals Tor providing the ;,,grmg,m;n‘m

“‘(ﬂﬂ

vt i _ e : . - .
ﬂcdiﬁﬂl aid to an unfortunate class ol [;!t'suplc, these insiititiong o preteet the
‘ » ! VI <«

Litish goldiers from V1) were l'li)llﬁ‘ﬂh than catastrophe.” Thus, in | 588, there
@ctﬂ 3560.41 per l,()(}()‘ a8 rstio ol mlmisninn (o al) ﬁ?ﬂnﬁa of VI3 in the Bt
i'sh (rOOPS in Mag!}‘it?j; ylllteill'ulin’xg shrink in genernl VI bt considerible pise
i primary gyphilw; lr.n‘ I L“mj.uh pru‘vh}m;q llmrgﬁ wire sixteen lock horpitals
. Delbi, Umballd, l)ugsinn. Kasaqh. Subathu, Jullutidur, Perorepore, Mean

cer, Multan, Dalhousie, Si;n!k(wt, Rawalpindi, Atlock, Murree, Pestiawinr and
Naushahra of whi;:ﬁ ten hospital reports had been showing « reduction in Vi
cascs AMOng the British troops in 1887 in comparison with the figures of the
srevious YCArs: however, rest of the hospitals, especially those at Delhi, Dug-
shai, pathousie, Attock and Murree, presented somewhat unsatisfactory result
(see table 2.1),20 As the report of each hospital was erroneous, A, M. Dallas,
the lnspector~Gencral, of Civil Hospitals of Punjab, appealed to the Secretary
(0 Government of Punjab for transferring this responsibility of data collec
iion entirely to the military department which had greater control over lock

Table 2.1 Venereal Diseases among the European Troops in Punjab Province, 1886--
1887

p————

Ratio of Admission pet Mille Average Strength of I‘nmpé =

Hospita/s 1886 1887 , 1886 ‘ . 1867
Delhi 345.60 351.46 489 A78
Umballa 287.30 222.86 1,977 1,925
Dagshai 232.09 284,83 810 804
Kasauli No details No details No details No details
Subathu 950.38 452.48 262 484
Jullundur 376.99 202.08 626 866
Ferozepore 385.75 365.69 814 1,020
Mean Meer 364.85 317.66 751 872
Multan 426.53 339.89 701 915
Dalhousie 100.70 248.27 854 866
Sialkot 255.81 212.80 1,118 1,156
Rawalpindi 448.17 212.67 2,325 2,605
Attock 244.35 330.36 106.40 112
Murree 148.55 232.26 276 310
Peshawar 390.60 237.09 1,659 1,607
Naushahra 305.03 91.62 877 698.50

S‘)‘fggi Report on the Lock Hospitals in the Punjab for the Year 1887 (Lahore: Punjab Government Press,
8), 1.
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§ oAy < 1 e ] o wildd
’;w\“!'—“ cases 1 W “‘w::g: Faropean OO i 13861887 1
<% ’ "*‘!’{‘Qm{ o & il - af the North-Wes:
with bt KT “m e Faropean sroops & :h& I;;::ﬁ ‘;’:mm mez_%
The VD 0B 8 T ety Nigh in the IR70S, TRerc Bad heen gy,
[NWP and Oudh Y o, AgR: Barcilly, Allahabad, Meenut, Ban,.
o ot Cawapos L anpur, Chakrata, Nawnt Tal, Jrgpe

Mocsdahad R.zmk";:%“m Fawchgarh and Sitaput. providing mixed repgey.
Lacknow. MatT. /27 @ 1874 w0 1878 the mean RGO Of VD cases »;
of success 3 WP and Oudh Government, although. seemeq b
1000 was = ith she way in which the local authorities intended 1o kep,
m @a% ‘l;b o from the native CONSOTTS. C. Robertson, the Sm;
&tkﬁ?\:?gd Qudh Goverament, WIoe & letter 1o the Secretary of Home
tary & 2 ¢ 1878, while ensuring that VD was cop,.

e : 5 Auggus
Deparement 1 the Gol on . o
paratively Ress contracted by the roops from registered prostitutes. This hap.

pencd only bocause of the pmhibitims of ithicut pm*:s‘xitultitm within or outside
the protected arcas. For example, the importance of mgxmenml procedures of
surveillance and detection was seen in most of the hospitals. At Cawnpore,
where the roops staved outside the town. the result was favourabie.

Along with this, the coolie and low-caste women were staved off the can-
sonments.® Later in 1884, J. R. Reid. the Secretary w0 the NWP and Oudh,
put forth similar view concerning the reduction of VD in the European gar-
rison. The figure. that is. mean ratio of VD. had lessened from 273.1 in 1878
s 269.0 in 1883, Improvement was mostly ohserved at Banaras. Chakrats,
Ranikhet and Lucknow. whereas Agra and Fyzabad could not furnish favour-
ahle result as the toops had intercourse frequently with the unregistered
women while they were moving (see table 2.2). To Reid, ‘the various local
reports explain . . . the different causes of success or failure. But, in the main.
success will be found to depend on the efficiency of regimental control over
the men and on the measures adopted to secure and retain a proper supply of
protected women™.™ The number of VD cases and disease prevalence among
the European soldiers in 1883 are evident in table 2.2.

.Thc adcpmmemal and lock hospital reports might have reflected the exclusive
frights of the colonial officers about ‘moral mayhem’, caused by specific native
oonsonts and unregistered prostitutes. This fragment of population was liter-
ally blamed for spreading Sexually Transmitted Di especially ilzs,
e Apsrte sl Fen s o y Tran Diseases. especially syphili
e g problem was (o constrain the “adulterated desire’ of the Bn®

>-a-Vis buropean common soldiers that made their ‘race’ impure. Kar?
Jochelson has anticulated that individu : i , . of
e i iduals or groups, situating at the margins 0t
hierarchy and supposedly threatening so-called societal norms. had
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s cgence Of GISCIRC and social cormupgy,,. -

hoen designated 28 il'!f = fcﬂw England, VD hag g:&:ﬁln e
mmescenthi- £0 E41¥ and political & reparding the putrefucs,,, ;w ‘%&i
n of | ;m of CD Acts, posed & fundameny o, Ma
en after I SRE e e A
oops. €€ colonial authorities iwywards health of lower fankeg ., %
o Indian Arony was ot & bomOEEnOnS BTOAP: Faher. i e
The Boush 1 from the upper classes or fafnks and drawr, ¥
%ﬁ&m of the warking classes. Mosi of the British or Europeg, w: |
lower jons Of by VD which. in turn, made the mﬂ.liary profession , Wicy,
o ame of Victorian England. The Soldiers were gifferg,.
s a “stigmatized group’ from the healthy civi pops tation.”™ From ‘Wu;zg
| Of;icw’ the Cantonpment ACtS embodied ,th disciplining of puhjj, ) p&?
dm;xgh supervision while enclosing thc ‘pubhg consonts” from “normy Indig
™ mq'g The movement for rcpeallng the CD Acts, bolstered by JU‘hC: ) '
Butler and Florence Nightingale. got momentum in lSS(?s that forced the Gy "
defunct the CD Acts completely. Nevertheless, the sufvelli,ancc over the ‘bogigg
contmmd to function in the name of new Camon?ncm Acts.‘ Besides, (uarantige
and isolation policies were often scen as imerfcnl{g strategies of private spa
during the plague epidemic and hence, did not win popular favour in coloyy
India and Zanzibar (Bala and Issa, respectively, in this volume).

LIBERALISM, EMPIRE AND HEALTH: THE
CONTENTIONS ON THE EFFECT OF VD ON THE
EUROPEAN TROOPS IN INDIA (C. 1890s-1910s)

The criticism of the liberal groups over the CD Acts in the British Empire was
gradually dominating the political debates in England. The liberals were demand-
ing explanation to the colonial administration about the prevalence of VD in the
British Indian Army. On 14 November 1871, the Ladies National Association
(LNA) had published the Report for the Repeal of the Contagious Diseases
Acts in which the members clearly condemned the functioning of CD Acts and
addressed the personal rights of women. The organization was also incredulous
to the investigation of Royal Commission in December, 1870 while saying:

We hold that it is a dangerous precedent to allow any Government . . . to assume
ﬁ}m the good name and personal rights of women are subordinate to the neces”
sity of protecting soldiers from the physical disease which is the consequénc®
of licentious lindulgence. The issuing of a Royal Commission proceeds of this
fatal assumption, and we therefore urge our friends everywhere, emphatically 10
protest against it, as they would against the shameful Acts themselves.”
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g thi SORERILSROR of the Roval Commission s roport i Judy 1871, ihe
pad WIS 0 Bt Gilandvaswe Mamsary pwhach s Kpown for iy vaee
- AVEOTRN ﬁm‘;g\ﬁt&m reformk for rotaionng these Sctuael’, “oniest” and
: sl NS © Dexprte & split within the repeal movenwent. Josephine Bt
g»r*W o LNA Bad ﬁh&'@k&k& o parmer popualar support agansi the CD Acis
s ¥ BUES oxeent. Pt McHugh has viewad the moventent of LNA as obe of
o aecsve %.memm in ;z;he Rstory o ikresﬁ.m@sm From {870 o 189, there
“\. 1 corsrderabie <RItk Froon militant form of protest o social punity wave
e repeal moverent whch rarsed the tundamental sue of “moraliy’
s promediated changing stanee had influenced the opintons o the British
pyiament dunng | K908 What is more inrigaing is the advancement amd
EEESSEOR 10 modical knowiodge related © VI i this time. The English
:s ervoiogy had witnessed sigmificant transformation between the repeul
o e CD Acts in 1836 and the inforence of the Roval Comaussion on VD
ROVDY i 1910 Although the govermment inevention was mummal, the
venerooiogical knowledge of doctors, midwives and nueses came W be mate-
aatired through the adoption of new diagnostics, the growing emphasis on
she centrality OF Jaboratory-based miedicine and therapeutic expertise, There-
fore. the English medical academia had already found the answers of quite a
ot of imquiries related to pathology of gonorrhea and syphilis, Both these dis-

(N

£35S Were acknowledged as the senous intimidations to health, fertility and
aasional efficiency.”” On 4 July 1890, the Military Department of Gol issued
5 notification in continuation with the carlier notice. which was published
on 20 December 18389, In this new order, the Governor-General in Council
had decided to include some rules under section 26 (clause 21) and section
27 {subsections 2 and 4), mosdy connected to treatments of soldiers, in the
Cantonment Act. 1889, The hospitals, within or outside the himits of the can-
onment. should be maintained partly or wholly at the expense of the canton-
ment fund to provide treatments to the infected cases. A medical officer had
heen assigned to every hospital. If an infected person had refused to go to the
hospital or left the hospital before being pronounced as cured by the medical
officer. the Cantonment Magistrate might not only remaove that person from
the cantonment within 24 hours, he could punish him by fining maximum Rs.
50 or imprisoning him as long as eight days for re-cntering or residing in the
cantonment without written permission. ™ Later. the Raj sought to incorporaie
all CD altogether. The particular stress was luid on the facts that the VD was
not to be treated by regimental authorities in any way differently from other
itted to dwell in regimental bazaars or 1o

(D, and prostitutes were not perm
accompany the army contingents on the march. These directives, issued on

11 July 1892 by Colonel W. L. Dalrymple, the Quarter-Master-General to
India, were for the regimental and station authorities whose observance had
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carpesily roquested t"é‘;m - T Gi, Military &g:;u%
aded .« willingness 10 implement these THES 17 3 LT 10 the g W
X esament of Madras and Bombey. Military Departmeny &Zﬂ"
iis camcept of founding new CanuDenl BSOS MPIAIs 1 s,
exclusivity of VD was dcurabk asnt iﬂ!ﬂc _@‘wf g&m W Othhery | ,:‘:j
ing from infectous dl;:&ycb like smalipo - rm‘mmkszm ;km did ace ?h
- & - ing 2 difference ) R 7 Some
ﬁf;;fgs m He had proposed a separate buiiding for the vy by
The new regulation aimed a1 widening the e s g i
camenmczx{ than establishing new mﬂ?m hospitals having inflexing G,
pline for which, as Collen said — ‘it being m that the populariy, %;
of the system will depend 10 3 very great exiens g he

conseqguent smbility ; >
successful personal effects of those officers 1o win the confidence and pe., 7

of the native population”.® e

The Gol was under pressure due (o the political stand of liberaj goVernmen
in home.

Thus. once again, on 18 July 1893, a confidential memorandum wy
released by E. Stedman, the Quarter-Master-General for India. where
Gol had expressed its reservation on the growing misapprehension and mi.
interpretation of the cantonment regulations related to infectious disease;
It was stated that disregard of the rules and regulations. appeared in e
earlier circulars of 11 July 1892 and 8 July 1893, would be observed “apan
from discipline’ and ‘short-sighted and harmful’, putting the entire sysien
of prevention of the disease among the troops in jeopardy. The dewiations,
such as paying mahaldarnis from public funds, ensuring compulsory exzm-
nation of women. providing residence to prostitutes in regimental bazaars,
blackmailing the prostitutes by subordinate medical staff and taking penaites
for non-attendance at examinations, were strictly prohibited.” H. Daly. te
Assistant Secretary to the Gol, on 2 August 1893. desired to know whether
any or all circulars and orders, issued frequently by the Military Department
of Gol. had been in force in the cantonments of Hyderabad, Central Indiz
Rajputana, Baluchistan, Ajmer-Merwara and Baroda. Except Baroda. which
was under the jurisdiction of Bombay Presidency. the reports of other &
tonments seemed to be satisfactory for the Gol as most of them were abid
by the given directives (no such orders were in force in the cantonments &
Erinpura and Kherwara or in the Sanitarium at Mount Abu, Rajpulana?f’
There was no periodical examination in Oudh. Bundelkhand and Bengal it
1893, although some of the cantonments. that is, Cawnpore and Meerut, 0¥
untarily organized such inspection. Thus, E. Stedman had notified that ¢
voluntary examinations too must be brought to an end without delay £ Did
the new cantonment regulation at all significantly reduce the VD cases i =X

o
LG .
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. ops in the Briush Raj? After & sudden plur in 14 .

Eﬂﬁ’f’;:;!;cdp;madiiy il 1895 (see table 1.3 POTIRELI L. N VD
cases R Wbitehiw: me Army Medical Staff and Surgeon-Major of Roval
= mi Ho\—piaaij Netdev, ™ had submiited a medical report on the wimgm‘;
w# 4 from india on 21 August 1896, For him. the discase @m e
s}_}’m _ than before and i1t was the sole reason for continual A;mm?em r};
v:f}‘ 1 ie-service soldiers from India and the other colonies. From 1 m&;g
01 10 30 September 1894. almost 1151 men had been invalided of which
i: et syphiﬁi cases Of 20"%: of zhe, total number of invalidation were due
;} -;ﬂ:hiﬁs- The cases _reduccd in 1893.’ b.m the percentage of syphilis ampli-
fed nearly 40%. Whitehead was of opinion that the health and efficiency of
o soldier Were mostly destroyed by this malignant form of VD and it m‘ighi

oo again if they joined the service after the recovery.*® He said:

can imagine a sadder sight than the reception here of a batch of poor
fellows suffering from this disease, from one of the woopships, utterly broken
jown in health, hardly able to crawl, covered with scabs and sores, with the foul

of the disease about them, objects of disgust and loathing to themselves
and all around them, their condition is indeed pitiable and shocking.*

Np one

Table 2.3 18 comprehensively presenting the admission rate of VD among the
British troops in India from 1860 to 1895 accompanied with some acts and
ohservations.

In 18961897, the Princi pal Medical Officer of Netley registered 363 cases
out of which 196 or almost 74% had a history of syphilis from India and 100
were declared unfit for service.’” On 20 March 1899, Major Rasch. one of the
members of British Parliament, asked the Secretary of State for India, George
Francis Hamilton, whether the increasing virulence of secondary syphilis in
the British Army in India had revealed that the patients did not go through
carly treatment, and they were only removed from the cantonments (0 spread
the disease elsewhere. In his reply, Hamilton was quite sceptic about the
Rasch’s conclusion. He countered that as there was a considerable reduc-
tion in the admission rate due to the treatment of European soldiers in the
barracks. it would be wrong to arrive at any definite inference in this regard.

Further, on 23 October 1899, Hamilton had set forth the statistics of admis-
sion rate for VD among British troops in India. In 1898, there had been 363 VD
eases out of 1,000 against 486 cases in 1897 and 522 in 1895. To Hamilton, this
was a significant fall since 1887. On the other hand, the total number of VD
admissions in 1898 was 24,286 in comparison with 32,768 in 1897 and 36,058
in 1896.% Some cantonments in India had confirmed a trivial growth of VD
cases in the British troops during 1899, such as Dum Dum, Barrackpore, Meerut
and Delhi of Bengal Command; Mean Meer, Sialkot and Attock of Punjab
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This aemation continued i 1060 when z}r: admission rate of Furopey,
i avas 2961 against 3134 in 1899 Bombay Command had witnessey
e mciease of VD, whereas Bengal and Madras Commands shared less g,
char of Bombay.™ The sioation reversed in 1902 while the total admisgigy
rate of VI cases increased 281.4 per 1000 as compared with 276.0 i 1901
i ed largefy because of new arrival of regiments from field service iy
Gtk Africa - SOMC EEITET carried the diseases with them. Secondly, the
| seidiers contracted VD while marching through the stations o Delhi and i
de il Thers were some stations having sizeable amount of cases, such a5
Canmasore. Fort Fulta, Misstra. Taragarh. Calcuta and Fyzabad. This time the
&agﬂmmmmmghﬁzmofadms&m for gonorrhea. and Madras
Command for primary syphilis.® The increase of VD cases in Burma division
nad drawn amention of the Raj in [904, that is, 344.5 per 1.000. In general,
there were 20003 cases per 1.000 in the Brtish troops in India in 1904 much
lower than 1903, but it was rather surprising that, despite the development in
the VD dagnosis in the carly twentieth century. yet substantial number of YD
patients way found in the British or European troops in India.™ Often. sanita-
sion classes for soldiers. especially for Non-Commissioned Officers and men
| jm samitary duties. were arranged by the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC)
' and Divisional Sanitary Officer in which the instructions on the effects of VD
on military efficiency and its prevention had been incorporated.™ The improve:
ment of army health did not underscore the ‘moral’ upgrading of the British
m&ﬁm i India. Since 1907, the Wesleyan Methodist Church was concemned
afwut the “moral” degeneration of the British soldiers. Reverend Joseph Reed
Cm Supertmendent of Wesleyan Church, Bombay, Punjab and Luckno¥
Disisicts. had submitted 2 memorandum to the Social Purity Committee of the
Wesleyan Methodist Church on 23 September 1910 in which he criticized the
. ”Mw’f?{“ﬂ amhoities, becoming hostile to his works on moral interests.
 Jaricularly while the Army had been trying to provide sanitary <O
¥ for preventing the VD, there was neither any consultation with the
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o gatical r)fmnm' tor Rﬂd /md his assocrates were alln
F s chaphsins. 1wt voncluded, by Reed, that ihe MY authorities i
" o ved the “immoral measures for the discase prevention s o
i F’; aftuence.™ He even continued 1o add: “The army am:’mﬁf%rg than
‘ "Tzw’*" ignore the moral aspect of the sexual problem and oy dj::;ﬁ?’
W "ﬁxm; w the physical questions involved®.” i
’“’w snethetess. Rcﬁd. @;@31@&5 ga!fcd attentions to the War r,
ming € w?gv;mms in rf-*"{‘ Indixn u;mmérrwnyﬁ. To the missionaries,
e sEItATY sexua .t«mgmw;rg;; or Wfs{?fta prophylaxes & prevent the VD,
which often sppeared in the lectures given by the RAMC in the Enropean
L ks, were detrimental to the ‘moral” health of the European soldiers
This gricvance was acc:){*dcd and fca-rwarc?f:d by H. Bisscker, the Secretary of
e Social Purity Committee to {ndja Office. John Morley, the Secretary of
e for India, took this accusation very seriously. On 28 October 1910, he
wrole to the Earl of Mmm,*G(wcmm General of India in Council, to investi-
At whether such alleged irregularitics were in reality made by the military
quthorities in fndia.” On 2 March 1911, Lord Hardinge, G. Fleetwood Wil-
son, J. L. Jenkins. R. W, Carlylc. H. Butler, Syed Ali Imam and W. H. Clark
had sent a letter 10 Earl of Crewe, the Secretary of State for India by denying

cach indictment of Reed.

Voluntarily women were treated as outpatient in the cantonment general
hospitals, but no special privileges were extended to European prostitutes
who had been under same restrictions like the native women. Hardinge and
his fellows had assumed that a reduction of admission rate from 371.4 per
[ 000 in 1898 to 67.8 per 1,000 in 1909 indicated a general improvement of
‘morality’ among the British troops in India. However, they seemed o be
aware of the sexual impurity existing among the unmarried men, both sol-
diers and civilians; the commander-in-chief and his predecessors had always
attempted to boost the moral tone of the Indian Army.® Harrison has shown
that during the First World War the British Army sought (o control VD in
a peculiar way which was a blend of *moralism’ and ‘pragmatism’. As the
senior British officers and a few medical men were disinclined to accept the
preventive measures that ignored the sense of ‘immorality’, the medical man-
agement against VD was invoked in the British Army at a snail’s pace in con-
trast 1o the other armies of allies or enemies.”’ The treatment of VD was not
uninhibited from penal stigma; moreover, during the war, the authority had
imposed penalties over the British and Indian soldiers irrespectively to dis-
courage the illicit sex.® In 1917. there were 4,201 VD admissions with three
deaths in European troops in India. The ratio of admission varied from 1913
01917, reflecting in table 2.4. In this table, ten stations, that is, Peshawar,
Rawalpindi, Lahore, Quetta, Mhow, Poona, Meerut, Lucknow, Secunderabad

an 3 1
d Burma, were put under consideration.

wed i the
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Apart from that, a few larger stations had shown the highest admissjpy
rates of VD, for example, Calcutta, Colaba, Poona, Mecrut and Kirkee. The
officials even believed that most of the cases had been contracted outside the
station. To counter the habital vices of the European soldiers, numegy,
lectures were organized, and sports as well as pastimes had been provigeg
With recurring inspection of new arrivals and surprise scrutiny, the cages
were detected at the earliest for the treatment.®”

CONCLUSION

How far the moral fabric of the health propaganda was effective to stall the
prevalence of VD among the British or European soldiers in India is a conten-
tious ground to be probed, but the approach of the colonial state in relation
to VD was subject to contradiction. Probably, preserving the ‘racial potency’
of the whites while satisfying the sensual needs of the British soldiers at the
same moment was not the only arduous duty of the Raj; it put the empire in
perpetual conundrum. As VD had a little impact over the native soldiers. the
British Indian Army was entirely fretted about the moral degencration of the
white race. Both the liberal and pro-CD Act factions had taken the “moral
obligation® of the army into account in the name of either individual freedom
or constraint. Philippa Levine has pointed out that prostitution vis-a-vis pro-
miscuity was placed under the colonial retribution. The colonized, precisely
the native women, had been alleged as ‘immoral’ that could threaten th¢
British imperialism. On the other hand, the CD Acts of 1860s—1880s and th¢
movement of the liberals for the repealment of the CD Acts shaped the pe©
ceptions of military medicine. To Levine, colonial medicine ultimately be]P’j’d
the empire to extend and reconcile its power.* But, the Raj had to readjus! -
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on the discase pmw:mim hcﬁ*dc\ the changing contour of “home’
. Thus, the dynamism of colonialism acted in a complex relation of
P son. T is true that &t the onset of the twentieth Century, the éndd;mc;e
" x{l cases among the Brs'sjivah troGps dedtmd albeit in a punciyated speed
& e development of miltary medicine, newer diagnoses and treatmens.
with sative women were perceived as probable source of harhouring \’t)

g aficr the revocation of CD Acts in the 1880s. Under the modified
Ve aent acts in India, the examination of the infected bodies continued.
o :id Arpold has rightly argued that the disciplinary and medical require-
D?ms of the army facilitated inclusive medical power of the Raj to chastise
gﬁw women at the time when there were few medical facilities accessible
ior geveral populace.” Besides, xdtgs of quarantine and discipline reigned
& px;m‘ in the wake jaf the pandemics (Eaia in this volume). The ‘bodily”
" wylations were manifested through the *western metaphors of disease and
ealth” in Brtish Indi aﬁ:” U-ncquﬂmffss associated with the VD was frequently
‘poliﬁdlfd’* rather. ‘criminalized’ in the course of moral reform.

7 mﬁg«gﬁﬂ?
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An Indian Perspective

The relevance of different particles of new media has
become prevalent across the World, and India is a
nation with enormous opportunities and rapid growth,
especially in the media sector, which is responding to
its magnanimity with advanced technology, innovative
content, and rapid production rate. Traditional media
outlets are facing extensive competition with the news
media platforms in this race of existence and often
evolve into something more acceptable, innovative,
and compelling version of their old self.

The book “New Media Landscape and Dimensions: an
Indian Perspective” provides an extensive review of
various new media perspectives and concepts that
shape the public and individual opinion like OTT, Social
media, artificial intelligence, digital literacy, political
campaigning on digital platforms, online privacy, post-
globalization, memes, loT, gender sensitization, digital
disruption, public perception, animation, and many
more. The combined efforts of twenty authors and their
expertise make this book a complete guide for people
which to get an understanding of the dimensions of
new media.
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A Fundamental Study on
Apprehending Privacy, Online
Privacy- its Violation Issues and
Social Media Surveillance

Debarshi Bhattacharyya, Ph.D. scholar, School of Media and
Communications, Adamas University. Senior faculty in the
Department of Journalism and Mass Communication,
Rani Birla Girls’ College

Abstract

The domain of online privacy is a well-researched topic worldwide, yet its
scope is so vast that requires constant upgradation to the existing known
knowledge. Research conducted in the past and present decade have
opened up eclectic areas of study focusing on the online privacy breaches
and surveillance mechanism, which veils the modern social structure. The
need of the hour is not only to highlight such cases but aware people in
how they must be concerned with their online activities through logical and
affirmative discourses. The study focuses on defining the meaning of
privacy and surveillance in manifold contexts keeping in mind about its wide
scale scope and applications. This academic paper also discusses various
privacy invasion concerns by highlighting different cyber- criminal activities
and attempts to comprehend public’s point of understanding about online
privacy and safety protocols. This paper also suggests definite guidelines,
which if followed strictly might prevent users’ from online data breaches.

Keywords: Privacy, Online Privacy, Surveillance, Social Media
Surveillance

Introduction

The need for a constructive discourse on the issues pertaining to privacy
on social media platforms is the most important call of the day. With the
news published from across the world on infringement of users’ privacy by
not only the bureaucrats but also the government highlights the importance
of the discourse. The necessity is urgent and needs deep focus in
understanding the trend, implications and highlight strategies, if any, to fight
the crisis. Spreading awareness and educating people on safety measures
have always been the realm of microscopic analysis, however, more
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Perhaps, male-mindedness seems to have adapted to changing-
contemporary circumstances to become more covert and
conspiratorial. Sexist suggestions—through objectification and
substantiated subordination—for instance, may have been explicit in
Indian media a decade earlier. But in the contemporary times of
online social media and vociferous feminism, such openness of
unfairness against women in the media will, more often than not, be
met with strife and unpalatable backlash - fearing which blatant
prejudice is prudently steered clear of. It is, hence, understandable
that patriarchy, to sustain itself as a culture, has adapted to become
more benevolent in an increasingly hostile environment. To identify
such sly and stealthy sexism embedded in media content, one may
need a reconfigured grasp of contemporary feminist issues and an
altered nuance for isolation and identification of discriminatory
depictions. This book exposes redefined and hidden sexism that
predominates the popular visual culture of India - particularly
investigating mass and new media representations that are a prime
part of and have a domineering effect on the ensemble of popular
visual culture - and characterises contemporary feminist movements.
It binds a collection of contemporary Indian case studies of sexism
and feminism encompassing communication media such as print,
cinema, television, Web series and social media. There is a lack of
book titles that study media sexism in the present times, and the
proposed book aims to explore an unexplored area that is of social
and scholarly importance. This book highlights the duality of media
platforms: while media is a critical tool associated with fourth-wave
feminism, they still remain to be a deterrent to the development of
women engendering inherent and age-old patriarchal notions. This
book will be an eye-opener to the general readers about benevolent
sexism and train them to identify sexism hidden in seemingly pro-
women media representations.
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CHAPTER 3
Wolfin Sheep’s Clothing?

Sexism in Fourth-wave Feminism

Kaifia Ancer Laskar & Ishita Biswas

Abstract. Contrary to denunciation of sexual objectification in the previous waves of feminism,
in the latest episode, being sexy is seen as a tool of self-empowerment. This chapter investigates
the representation of female protagonists as sexy and empowered in contemporary popular
Hindi-language soap operas and analyses if such representations are the vantage point for
fourth-wave feminism in such soap opera text. Or is such representation only meant for the
male gaze? Fourth-wave feminism has also drawn criticism for being “lipstick feminism”. In this
chapter, semiotic analysis is performed on soap opera text to deconstruct the possible binaries
such as empowering-stereotypical and owning one's sexuality-catering to the male gaze. We
argue that the soap operas under study use postfeminist cultural sensibilities and
representation and have neoliberal consumerism embedded within them. Further, these soap
operas could undo the gains of feminism by concentrating on sexy, elite and young women,
relocating thoughts to a pre-feminist world.

Introduction

Hindi soap operas have become the daily dose of entertainment for a section of the population
in India since the early nineties. While the educational serials broadcast on Doordarshan used
the tropes of social messages ingrained within their text, commercial soap operas running in
commercial channels aim at providing visual pleasures to their audience. The educational and
informational intent of Doordarshan (the public service broadcaster of India) was gradually
replaced with entertainment as the core function, with almost all households gaining access to
television sets (Singhal & Rogers, 2001; Munshi, 2010;2012). With the explosion of satellite
television, Western entertainment genres like soap operas and reality shows made foray into
Indian television (Singhal & Rogers, 2001; Munshi, 2010;2012). At present, soap operas not only
dominate the national channel of India (Doordarshan) but also the commercial channels such as
Star Plus, Sony, Zee Tv, and Colors as one of the most popular television programme genres
(Munshi, 2010;2012, Jaggi, 2011).



