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Editorial Note

Section |1

Very few events in history have so far been successful in Invoking the
collective sense of human experiences. In modern times most often
this sense of collectiveness is rather invoked through different forms
of media. In the last century such a global media sensation was Apollo
11’s landing on the moon followed by the first human stepping on its
surface. It was watched live by 600 million people globally.' The Corona
virus or Covid-19, which first broke out in China in 2019, later turning

into a global pandemic by the turn of the year and affecting all types

of stability starting from mental health to socio-economic security, is

one such phenomenon of bringing together that sense of togetherness.

In social media a hash tag stating ‘we are together in this’ had gone
viral even. India is no exception where this pandemic till now has
claimed 504,078 lives, while 42,339,611 people have so far been infected,
according to official report.” Every conspicuous and inconspicuous
aspect of an Indian’s life has been pricked by this virus’s tentacles,
leaving many lives and their memories altered permanently. Indians
with deep rooted socio-economic backgrounds have managed to survive
through it. However people living at the edge of our society were
blown away when the virus first struck India. We had watched in
2020 many such pictures in various news channels which made us
learn how far vulnerability, insecurity and an empty stomach could
push someone to the gloomiest corner. The pandemic have pushed
about 32 million Indians out of the middle class, undoing years of
economic gains, lowering down nation’s standard of living altogether.’
During the first four phases of the lockdown, Indian women filed more
domestic violence complaints than recorded in a similar period in the
last 10 years.*A generation of young learners is also gravely impacted
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