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Name of the Author: Dr. Apala Dasgupta Barat

54

Negotiating Contexts of Modernism in Eliot’s
Early Poetry: A Strategic Introduction for
Undergraduate Learners in India

Apala Dasgupta Barat

Abstract

This article outlines a strategy for introducing students of B.A. (Honours)
EnglishinIndia toT.S. Eliot’searly poetry vis-a-vis contexts of Modernism.
The strategy’s pedagogical relevance is two-fold. It addresses the issue
of learner-resistance to Eliot’s poetry, which is perceived as difficult. It
also responds to the teacher’s dilemma in needing to explicate Eliot’s
poems without a full-fledged discussion of their historical-cultural
frames of reference. The latter is precluded by time constraints of the
semester schedule. These factors render the command-style text analysis,
usually employed to teach poetry to undergraduates, ineffectual. The
proposed strategy modifies the lecture method with a guided discovery
component. It incorporates into the reading of a representative poem,
those key issues which derive from its Modernist contexts and are
integral to its meaning. It employs audio-visual teaching aids, keeping
in mind the logistics of the Indian classroom.

Keywords: T.S. Eliot, modernism, contexts, “Preludes”, undergraduate

teaching

Introduction

T.S. Eliot features ubiquitously as a representative Modernist poet in
undergraduate English Honours syllabi for “Twentieth-century English
Literature” paper in most Indian universities. He represents a challenge
both for the learner and the teacher. Learners often find Eliot’s poetry
difficult, and among other things, find the eclectic references a challenge.
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Philosophical Implications of Environmental Studies: Unraveling
the Interconnectedness of Humanity and Nature

Dr. Kanak Kumar Jana
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy
Rani Birla Girls’ College
Kolkata-17
Abstract:

This paper delves into the profound philosophical implications that emerge from the field of
environmental studies, specifically focusing on the intricate interplay between humanity and
nature. The interconnectedness between these two entities has become a central theme in
contemporary discourse, reflecting not only scientific realities but also posing significant
philosophical questions. Drawing from a wide range of philosophical perspectives, this study
explores how environmental studies challenge traditional anthropocentric views and compel us to
reconsider our relationship with the natural world. Through an examination of ethical, ontological,
and epistemological dimensions, this paper aims to unravel the complex web of interactions that
shape the human-nature relationship. By acknowledging the intrinsic value of nature and
contemplating the implications of human actions, we can pave the way for a more harmonious and
sustainable coexistence. This analysis ultimately highlights the transformative potential of
integrating philosophical insights into the realm of environmental studies, fostering a deeper

understanding of our place in the world and inspiring responsible stewardship of the planet.

Keywords: environmental studies, interconnectedness, philosophy, anthropocentrism, ethics,

ontology, epistemology, sustainable coexistence, stewardship.
In this paper, we will discuss the topic of climate change and its impact on global ecosystems.

The discipline of environmental studies encompasses philosophical implications of significant
magnitude, which pertain to fundamental inquiries regarding the nature of our connection with the
environment, the intrinsic worth of the natural world, and the ethical obligations we bear towards
it. This essay aims to examine the fundamental philosophical consequences of environmental

studies.
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Abstract

Geospatial analysis is a powerful tool for assessing landslide frequency distribution and hazard potential zones along road
alignment in North Sikkim Himalayas, India. The thematic weightings used for road alignment include slope angle, slope
aspect, lithology or rock types, hydrological characteristics (drainage lines), fault and thrust present, road alignment, and
surface cover type. Each parameter can be assigned a numerical value based on its potential contribution towards increas-
ing landslide susceptibility; higher values indicate greater risks while lower ones suggest less danger from these events
occurring along that stretch of roadway or landform feature. Thematic weighted method has determined the weight values
of various preparatory factors based on their vulnerability and estimated the landslide hazard index (LHI) by classifying
the study area into four distinct hazard zones: very high (12.12%), high (40%), moderate (37.20%) and low-hazard zone
(10.68%). The result reveals that 65.3% of landslides occurred in the very high-hazard zone. About 24.7% and 7.6% of
the landslides were found in high and moderate-hazard zones. Only 2.4% of landslides contribute to a low-hazard zone.
It has been found that the landslide frequency percentage gradually increases from low (2.4%) to very high hazard zone
(65.3%). This mapping also helps planners decide where construction activities should not be performed if they are located
within these hazardous zones thus helping reduce future losses due to such calamities are significant.

Keywords Thematic weighting - Road alignment - Event controlling factors - Potential hazard zones - Geo-hazards -
North Sikkim Himalayas
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